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a rare opportunity 
to own two of 
Daniel A. Moore’s 
most sought after 
limited edition 
lithographs. 


New Life Art presents. . . 


“The Making of a Legend’ 


“The Sack” 


Vhe Sack Douors Edition 


An edition of 150 prints was created in 1986 to fund the 
placement of the original 5’ x 7’ painting, The Sack, in the Paul W. 
Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa. At the time of it’s release, very 
few Donor’s Editions were actually sold. Through a special 
arrangement with the artist, New Life Art will make available 50 of 
these outstanding collectibles. These special Donor’s Edition 
prints are hand signed by Cornelius Bennett and embossed with 
a second gold medallion featuring the Lombardi Trophy, which 
Cornelius won in 1986. 


©1981 New Life Art, Inc. 


The Mating of a Legend 

Originally published in 1981 this print has been referred to by “We Sack Dauor's Edition ....S 2,000.00 
many collectors as the “missing link” of their Daniel Moore 

collection. For this reason, The Making of a Legend has he Waking of a Legend......5 |,500.00 
become perhaps the most sought affer print to collectors who 
are without it. Due fo initial printing problems, few prints were 
available that met our quality expectations so all unsold prints 


For more information contact: 


were taken off the market. To satisfy this edition, a remastered 6 

printing has been competed that has greatly improved the New Life Ar t, Inc. 
quality of this lithograph. Collectors currently owning prints 3600 Lornaridge Dr. 
from the first printing of The Making of a Legend who wish to Birmingham, AL 35216 


exchange them for replacement prints from the second printing | 
may do so at no cost (except for shipping charges) through | = COErS ae thee 
New Life Art. Exchanged prints will be destroyed and reissued 


with the same edition number(s). www.newlifeart.com 


©1986 New Life Art, Inc. 


It’s your chance to talk with Coach Mike DuBose and get your questions answered first hand. 


It’s “HEY, COACH” every Monday night from 7 to 3:30 p.m. on the ci Sit 
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Join Coach DuBose and the voice of the Tide, Eli Gold, live at 
on Mckarland Boulevard in Tuscaloosa. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA NORTH ALABAMA 

WDNG-AM, Anniston WAVU-AM, Albertville 
WSMQ-AM, Bessemer WAFN-FM, Arab 
WEZN-AM, Birmingham WFMH-AM & FM, Cullman 


WAVD-AM, Decatur 
WVNA-AM, Florence 
WMXN-AM, Fort Payne 
WGSV-AM, Guntersville 
WJBB-AM, Haleyville 
WTKI-AM, Huntsville 
WFHK-AM, Pell City WXKI-FM, WHIY-AM, Moulton 
WFEB-AM, Sylacauga WJRD-AM, Russellville 
WSSY-FM, Talladega WKEA-FM, Scottsboro 
WRTR-FM, Tuscaloosa 
WCJM-FM, West Point, GA 
WKXM-FM, Winfield 


WKLF-AM & WEZZ-FM, Clanton 
WLDX-AM, Fayette 
WGAD-AM, Gadsden 
WARF-AM, Jasper 
WKLD-FM & WCRL-AM, Oneonta 
WMXA-FM, Opelika 


SOUTH ALABAMA 
WKNU-FM 
WQGL-FM 
WAGF-AM 
WDMT-FM 

WKSJ-AM, WNSP-FM 
WMFC-AM 
WHYY-AM 
WAMI-AM 
WHBB-AM 


Sponsored by: Golden Flake, Regions Bank, State Farm Insurance, Alltel, 
BellSouth Mobility, Coca Cola 
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Christmas will be here before you know it. 

Don’t the special people on your list deserve a special present? 
Give a subscription to BAMA magazine and say merry Christmas all 
year through! Your Crimson Tide fan friends will love the in-depth 
coverage of Alabama football —recruiting, players and players-to-he, 
coaches, Tide tradition, the story behind the story; and all the other 
sports as well. You even get an attractive sift card sent free with 
every BAMA subscription you give. ’BAMA...the perfect sift for 
happy holidays happily ever after. 
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Give’Bama for avery merry Christmas. 
Clip and mail to "BAMA Magazine, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
1 Yes! | want to give my friends who love Alabama football something really special. Send a full year 
(10 full-color magazines and 14 newsletters mailed first class ) of "BAMA to the people listed below. 
I'll pay only $35 for each gift subscription (Alabama residents add $2 sales tax). Overseas add $10. 
A gift announcement card will be sent free with every gift subscription | order. 


4 Yes! Enter a subscription for me, too! (9 Payment enclosed J Visa MasterCard 
Please Print 
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RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Weekly updates (Selection 5) by 7 p.m. CT Sundays 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On The Cover: Griff Redmill came to Alabama 


with virtually no experience as an offensive line- 
man. As a sophomore he is the Tide’s starting left 


guard and playing virtually every snap. He en- 
joys being on offense. See Page 14. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Fall Baseball: 


Wells Thinks Bama Is Better 8 
Alabama has completed fall baseball practice and Crimson Tide Head Coach Jim Wells is enthusiastic 
about the work of his squad. by Peter Edmund 


Canary Knight: 


Physical Addition At Linebacker ll 
Canary Knight was an All-America linebacker for City College of San Francisco last year. This year 
he’s first team as an outside linebacker for Alabama. by Donald F. Staffo 

Griff Redmill: 

A Pleasant Surprise For Offense 14 
Griff Redmill was an all-state performer as a lanky defensive end in high school. Now he's bulked up 
to nearly 300 pounds and is a starter in the offensive line. by Kirk McNair 


The Kicking Game: 

There Has Been Improvement 16 
Prior to this season, Head Coach Mike DuBose put Jeff Rouzie in overall charge of the kicking game 
and Ronnie Cottrell in charge of the kickers, While there's room for even more improvement, progress 
has been substantial. by Shane Youngblood 


Swimming & Diving Outlook: 
There’ve Been Some Changes Made 20 


Just before the start of classes this fall, Alabama’s head men’s and women’s swimming and diving coach 
resigned. Fortunately, a veteran staff has stayed in place to ease the transition. by Andrew Varnable II 


Basketball Recruiting: 

Gottfried’s First Class Shaping Up 23 
Alabama didn’t get the man considered to be the top men’s basketball prospect in the state of Alabama, 
but new Head Coach Mark Gottfried is easing that pain by bringing in some highly-regarded players. 
It looks like his first class will be a good one. Signing day is November 11, by Kirk McNair 


Prep Prospects: 
Big Men Around The Southeast 24 


It takes a lot of big men to make a football team, and they are not always available in a school’s back- 
yard. Alabama recruiters are looking around the Southeast for players such as these with size, 
strength, “good feet,” and intelligence to play in the offensive and defensive lines, at tight end, and at 
linebacker. by James Edwards 


The Departments 

Scorecard 6 
Winter Sports Schedules 29 
Schedules Of Tide’s Football Opponents 30 
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Academics Success 

Throughout the football recruiting season, 
and all the way until August when incoming 
signees report, there will be talk of core 
courses and grade point averages and ACT 
and SAT scores. That's because it doesn’t do 
much good to recruit players who don't 
qualify academically. 

While high school coaches and players 
will report the grade point averages and test 
scores to those reporting about recruiting, 
there is nothing to insure those numbers are 
correct, However, when the player's academ- 
ic record goes before the NCAA 
Clearinghouse, those numbers will be accu- 
rate. And though the Clearinghouse, which 
substantiates eligibility, doesn't reveal the 
academic work of individuals, it does pro- 
vide the overall results for each school. 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, which 
seemingly would rather report the end of 
civilization than something good about 
Alabama football, recently did an exhaustive 
survey of the academic standards met by in- 
coming freshmen at all Division 1A schools. 
The newspaper then ranked the schools by 
conference. 

According to that research, in the past five 
years among Southeastern Conference 
schools, Alabama has ranked third (behind 
only Vanderbilt and Mississippi) in signing 
players best prepared academically. 
Arkansas, LSU and Tennessee were the bot- 
tom three in the SEC. 

The survey encompassed the past five re- 
cruiting classes, meaning the positive effort 
to reeruit true student-athletes was begun 
during the tenure of former Alabama Coach 
Gene Stallings. 


Stallings To Coach Again 

Former Alabama Head Football Coach 
Gene Stallings will be head coach of the 
United States team that will compete in the 
first World Cup of American Football, The 
eight-team tournament will be held in 
Palermo, ltaly, next summer. 

The American Football Coaches 
Association will assemble a team of all-stars 
who will have completed their college eligi- 
bility this year to represent the United 
States. Other countries which will have par- 
ticipating teams are Australia, Canada, 
Finland, Japan, Italy, Mexico and Sweden. 

The eight teams are guaranteed to play 
three games. The United States’ first game 
will be against Australia with either Canada 
or Sweden the second round opponent. 

The tournament will be the first under the 
auspices of the recently-formed 
International Federation of American 
Football, which was created to serve as the 
governing body of amateur football world- 
wide. 


Popularity Contest 

USA Today recently reported the results of 
a nationwide Harris Poll on college football. 
The poll was taken among a nationwide 
cross section of 1,006 adults of which 335 
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followed college football. The results had a 
margin of error of 3 per cent, It was not a 
surprise that Notre Dame continues as the 
nation’s favorite football team. (And irony, 
and not reflected in this poll, is that Notre 
Dame would probably also win a poll of 
least favorite college football team.) 

Alabama, which had been ranked ninth in 
a similar 1997 poll, moved up to eighth in 
this year's poll. which was conducted prior 
to the start of the season. 

The top ten, in order, were Notre Dame, 
Florida State, Penn State, Michigan. 
Tennessee, Ohio State, Florida, Alabama, 
Nebraska and Texas A&M. 


Fourth Commitment 

Alabama has received its fourth football 
commitment for the 1998-99 recruiting sea- 
son, Matt Lomax, a 6-4, 295-pound offen- 
sive lineman from UMS Prep in Mobile, an- 
nounced he would sign with Bama in 
February. Lomax, who was rated the number 
two prospect in the state on the Sweet 16 list 
published by the Tuscaloosa News, picked 
Alabama over Michigan, Kentucky, North 
Carolina and Virginia. 

He is a three-year starter for Coach Chris 
Nemeth, seeing most of his duty on offense 
but also getting occasional playing time on 
defense. He is projected as an offensive 
guard or tackle at Alabama. 


Check Your Label 


As we near the end of the year, a number 
of our subscribers have questions about 
when their *BAMA subscription expires. You 
can check your label for the information. 

On the magazine address label, above the 
name, are: a set of numbers that is the ac- 
count number, a set of numbers that is the 
expiration date, and a set of letters for office 
use. 

That expiration date is in order of year, 
month, day. For instance, 981025 would 
mean your subscription expired October 
25, 1998 (and this is your last publication). 

An example of information on a label: 
(acct. #) — (expiration date) (office code) 
845737 981025 BAMINP 
John Z Smith 
12 National Champions St 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401-2423 

(ZIP+4) 
If your subscription has expired, or if itis 
nearing renewal time, you may call VISA or 
MasterCard credit card orders to 1-800- 
713-2261. Mail checks to ‘BAMA, P.O. Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054. 

[Lis helpful to give us your account num- 
ber and name and address when you renew, 
Also, be sure to let us know immediately i 
your address is not correct. 

And, if your post office has assigned you a 
ZIP+4+ number that we do not yet have, 
please let us know those additional four 
numbers. Your local postmaster can give 
you those four numbers. That frequently 
speeds delivery. 


He is a good student with a 3.65 grade 
point average and qualifying scores of 21 on 
the ACT and 980 on the SAT. 

Previously announced as having commit- 
ted to Bama are fullback Jeremy Walker of 
Prattville, defensive end Jarret Johnson of 
Chiefland, Florida, and defensive back Tyler 
Harris of Clinton, Tennessee. 


Time To Fret 

Alabama's basketball program goes before 
the NCAA Committee on Infractions in mid- 
November and Larry Donald, the highly-re- 
spected basketball writer who is editor of 
Basketball Times believes that the Crimson 
Tide should be worried. He compared 
Alabama's appearance before the committee 
to the recent troubles of Louisville, which 
went before the committee while on proba- 
tion for previous offenses and received se- 
vere penalties. Alabama is still on probation 
for football violations which means, Donald 
said, “There's probably very good reason to 
fret.” 

As most outside of the NCAA inner sanc- 
tum, Donald exhibits little faith in the 
NCAAS version of justice. 


Hardwood Classic 

Over the years The University of Alabama 
has done its part for big-time college basket- 
ball in the state. To expand the sport within 
Alabama, the right people are getting in- 
volved. The Alabama Sports Foundation, 
headed up by Gene Hallman, has been ex- 
traordinarily successful in its previous ven- 
tures, most notably the Senior PGA Tour's 
Bruno's Memorial Classic and Olympic 
Soccer. The group lends its expertise in a 
number of other areas and even goes outside 
the state on occasion, such as the United 
States Women’s Open golf championship 
which will be held at Old Waverly in 
Mississippi next summer. 

Last year the group took over the 
Hardwood Classic, a basketball event featur- 
ing the state’s top teams. Last year South 
Alabama was not part of the mix, but this 
year the Jaguars will provide the opposition 
for Coach Mark Gottlried’s Crimson Tide on 
December 12 at the Birmingham-Jefferson 
Civic Center, The Alabama game will follow 
30 minutes after the conclusion of the 
Auburn vs. Alabama-Birmingham game, 
which tips off at 5 p.m. 

Another feature this year is the inclusion 
of women’s teams the next day, December 
13. Auburn's women will meet Tulane at 
1:30 p.m., followed by Coach Rick Moody's 
Bama women against Alabama-Birmingham. 

Tickets for the two-day event are $18 and 
$12 and are on sale now. The one ticket is 
good for all four games. Corporate packages 
are also available. Tickets may be purchased 
at the Civic Center, at any TicketLink outlet, 
or by calling 1-800-277-1700, 


Naismith Nominee 

Dominique Canty, the All-America for- 
ward for Coach Rick Moody's Alabama 
women's basketball team, was the second- 
leading vote-getter in pre-season selection of 
candidates for the Naismith College 
Basketball Player of the Year. 

The Naismith Awards program honors the 
outstanding men and women college basket- 
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ball players in the United States. The pro- 
gram was founded and is conducted by the 
Atlanta Tipoff Club, 

The candidates were selected by a vote of 
the Naismith Awards National Advisory 
Board of leading basketball coaches, journal- 
ists and administrators. Canty finished sec- 
ond to last year’s winner and returning 
Tennessee star Chamique Holdsclaw. 


Men’s Golfers Step Up 

The Alabama men’s golf team of Coach 
Dick Spybey probably wouldn't be invited to 
play in the Jerry Pate National Intercol- 
legiate every year except for two things. 
One, Pate, who sponsors the event, is a for- 
mer Tide golf star. And, two, Alabama is the 
official host of the tournament, which is 
now played at Birmingham's Old Overton 
Club. The tournament, a leg of the Rolex 
Collegiate Tour, is considered the nation's 
top college fall tournament. This year's field 
of 12 teams included eight of the nation’s 
top ten ranked teams, including number one 
Oklahoma State. 

So imagine the surprise when Alabama 
finished in a lofty filth place, ahead of such 
powerhouse teams as UCLA, Georgia, TCU, 
and Arizona State, as well as fellow SEC 
members Florida and Auburn. 

Clemson ran away with the tournament, 
20-under-par, followed by UNLV (16), 
Oklahoma State (-5), Houston (-1), and 
Alabama even par. 

Alabama led the entire field in birdies 
made with 61 in the 54-hole tournament. 

Bama freshman Jan-Are Larsen, playing in 
his first college tournament, came within a 
stroke of tying for first place. He shot a 65 
in the final round, which followed a 67 in 
the second round and a 73 in the opening 
round on the par-71 layout. He finished in a 
tie [or third at eight-under, 205, Bama senior 
Brian Wright finished eighth at 209, closing 
with a 67, 

Bama has linished in the top five in two 
prestigious fall tournaments and was to con- 
clude fall play at another top event, the 
Nelson in Palo Alto, California, October 29- 
November 1. 


Tide Coaches Play 
The adage, “Those who can do do, and 


those who can't do teach,” doesn't hold up 
when it comes to the Alabama women’s golf 
team, Head Coach Betty Palmer and student 
coach Kathryn Cusick (admittedly just a 
year away from being an All-America player 
for the Tide) played in the Southeastern 
Women’s Amateur Team Championship in 
October. The tournament was hosted by the 
Mississippi Golf Association at Dancing 
Rabbit in Philadelphia. The three-day event 
was hosted by the United States Golf 
Association and includes the top 10 ranked 
amateur players in the states of Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina and Tennessee. This year's field in- 
cluded five current or former Curtis Cup 
Team members, including former Bama 
standout Martha Jones Lang. 

Palmer teamed with Valerie Ragan, wile of 
Riverchase head professional Dave Ragan, 
III, to win two of three possible points and 
help the Alabama team to a second place tie 
with Tennessee. Cusick, a native ol 
Jacksonville, Florida, played for her home 
state and was paired with former Auburn 
Coach Virginia Derby Grimes to earn two 
points for the winning Florida team. 


How The West Is Won 

Alabama Soccer Coach Don Staley has fig- 
ured out the Western Division of the 
Southeastern Conference. Even though this 
was considered by most to be something of a 
rebuilding year, SEC coaches showed faith 
in Staley by picking Bama to finish second 
in the SEC West. Those coaches didn't show 
quite enough faith, though. With two con- 
ference games to play, Alabama clinched the 
SEC Western Division and the number two 
seed when the Crimson Tide hosts the tour- 
nament November 5-8. Nationally fourth- 
ranked Florida is the number one seed. 

Staley’s formula is simple in theory, He 
doesn’t lose matches to SEC West oppo- 
nents, In fact, the last time Bama lost a divi- 
sion match was September 15, 1996. And 
1996 was the last year Bama didn’t win a di- 
vision title. Alabama has now won three of 
the last four Western championships. 

This year Bama wrapped up the division 
title by going on the road to defeat LSU and 
Arkansas. 

Sophomore midfielder Tiffany Carle was 


named SEC Player of the Week after scoring 
game-winning goals in both matches. She is 
the first Tide player other than a goalkeeper 
to win the award. 


Four More Years 

Skip Bertman, the head baseball coach at 
LSU, has announced that he intends to re- 
main on the job for the next four years, 
through the 2002 season. Ordinarily that 
would rank very low on the interest scale [or 
Alabama baseball fans, but there is a con- 
cern among those Crimson Tide followers 
that when Bertman does step down the 
Bengal Tigers will make a pitch for Bama 
Head Coach Jim Wells. Wells once served as 
an assistant to Bertman. 


GrandSlammers 

The Alabama GrandSlammers, the booster 
club for Crimson Tide baseball, has elected 
officers for the 1999 season. The slate of of- 
ficers for the upcoming season includes 
Scou Cork (president), Ron Houston (vice 
president), Gene Smith (secretary) and Mike 
McDaniel (treasurer), 

The Alabama GrandSlammers meet the 
first Monday of every month at 7 p.m. in the 
President's Lounge at Coleman Coliseum. 
The next meeting is Monday, November 2. 
The group also holds numerous social 
events in conjunction with Alabama base- 
ball. 

Membership information is available by 
calling Cork in Tuscaloosa at (205) 333- 
9943, 


Wu Winslett 

Hoyt “Wu” Winslett, an All-America end 
who played on two of Alabama’s national 
championship teams, died October 2 at the 
age of 94. He was Bama’ oldest letterman and 
a member of the Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame. A native of Horseshoe Bend, he was a 
three-year starter under Coach Wallace 
Wade, 1924-26, Alabama won three Southern 
Conference titles as well as winning the Rose 
Bow! at the end of the 1925 season and tying 
in the Rose Bowl at the end of 1926. 

He had lived in Tuscaloosa following grad- 
uation in 1927 and was a supporter of all 
facets of The University, He donated 
$100,000 to endow a scholarship in 1995. 


It was the game that changed forever the way the South saw 
football...and how the nation saw the South. 


Roses of Crimson 


Pooley Hubert, Johnny Mack Brown, Wu Winslett, and 
other Bama players pulled off one of the biggest upsets in 
college football at the 1926 Rose Bowl. This hour-long 
videotape captures the excitement of Alabama's first 


"biggest" win. 


$21 includes shipping and handling. To order call 1-800-463-8825. Major credit cards accepted. 
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Fall Baseball: 


=. 


by Peter Edmund 


Handful of returning stars 
joined by outstanding new 
players make for good fall 


he University of Alabama baseball 
| team wrapped its month-long [all 
workouts in mid-October and 
Crimson Tide Head Coach Jim Wells is anx- 
ious to start the 1999 season. “We had a 
very successful fall,” Wells said. “Our team 
is better coming out of the fall this season 
than we were last year. We have more depth 
and that has created good competition for 
playing time. | think that competition has 
made us a better team day in and day out. 

“The question that remains is how will 
our new guys handle the live competition 
on the field and we won't know the answer 
to that until we play this spring.” 

Alabama returns senior third baseman 
Andy Phillips (.351 batting average, 21 
home runs, 82 runs batted in), senior right 
fielder G.W. Keller (.377. 14 HR, 62 RBI), 
junior Jayson Cox (.297, 15 HR, 46 RBI), 
who moved back to catcher this fall, and 
sophomore second baseman Sam Bozanich 
(333, 3 HR, 28 RBI). 

On the mound, the Tide brings back right- 
hander B.J. Green (8-2, 4.59 ERA) and left- 
handers Justin Smith (7-1, 3.90 ERA) and 
Jonathan Blankenship (7-2, 5.66). 

“We have several returning guys who 
would be considered our steady players,” 
Wells said. “These are the guys who we are 
going to count on heavily all season long. 
Cox has also worked at catcher this fall and 
he has done a good job.” 

Several part-time starters from a year ago 
have made some noise this fall, including ju- 
nior outfielder Darren Wood (.272, 3 HR, 18 
RBI) and sophomore outfielder Derek 
Wigginton (.500, 4 RBI). “The guys who 
were here last year who really showed the 
most improvement were Darren Wood and 
Derek Wigginton,” Wells said. “They are 
better players this season and 1 think they 
will help this team in a number of ways.” 

The Crimson Tide’s recruiting class ranked 
among the nation’s top five, and several 
newcomers are expected to make contribu- 
tions this season. Jeremy Brown, a freshman 
from Hueytown, and Brent Boyd, a freshman 
from Ft, Worth, Texas, were the most no- 
ticeable rookies among the position players. 
Brown, who can play first base, third base 
and catcher, was also one of the top hitters 
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Jim Wells 


this fall. Boyd is also multi-talented and can 
play a number of positions, including third 
base, shortstop, second base and outfield. 

Wells said, “We have several really good 
freshmen. Jeremy Brown looks like he will 
be the first freshman we have had who really 
becomes an impact player. Brent Boyd is an 
excellent player and can do a lot of things 
well. | like his makeup.” 

On the mound, sophomore right-handers 


jason Moates and Kevin Marzion and fresh- 


man right-hander Lance Cormier are expect- 
ed to be among the Tide’s top pitchers this 
spring. Perhaps the best news this fall was 
the return of junior right-hander Manny 
Torres, who received a medical redshirt after 
re-injuring his shoulder last season. Torres, 
who has not pitched in a Southeastern 
Conference game since April, 1997. ranks 
among the Tide's top arms after a most im- 
pressive fall. He is once again throwing the 
ball at over 90 miles per hour, a feature that 
made him an 35th round draft pick by the 
Texas Rangers out of high school. 

“We have more pitching depth,” Wells 
said. “We feel like we have five pretty good 
arms and would like to get one or two more 
by spring time. We have several guys who 
can [ill those roles.” 

The Crimson Tide will continue individual 
workouts and its off-season strength and 
conditioning program until the end of 
November, The team will return to the prac- 
tice field in mid-January in preparation for 
the 1999 season, which begins in February. 

“We have good people and | like this 
team.” Wells concluded. “With the leader- 


Wells Thinks Bama Is Better 


ship of Phillips, Keller and Cox and other 
veteran players, we have a chance to be a 
successful team.” 


IDE NOTES: Alabama's incoming re- 
cruiting class was rated as the fourth 


best in the nation by Baseball 
America. The magazine rated the top five 
college recruiting classes in order, selecting 
Georgia Tech, Miami, Stanford, Alabama and 
Florida, 

It is the second top five honor bestowed 
upon the Tide's recruiting fortunes this sea- 
son. Last month Collegiate Baseball ranked 
the nation’s Top 30 classes and Alabama 
ranked fifth behind Georgia Tech, Miami, 
Florida and Arizona State. 

Alabama added 14+ newcomers to its 
squad, including 10 freshmen and four ju- 
nior college transfers. "I am very pleased 
with this year's recruiting class," Jim Wells 
said. "Due to the efforts of Coach (Mitch) 
Gaspard and Coach (Todd) Butler, our 
coaching staff was able to land one of the 
top recruiting classes in the country." 
Alabama has ranked among the nation's 
Top 20 schools in each of the last five sea- 
sons under Wells. 

This year's class contains six players who 
turned down offers from professional base- 
ball teams to enroll at The Capstone. The 
list includes right-hand pitchers Jason 
Moates (Meridian CC, 4th round by the 
New York Mets), Lance Cormier (Lafayette, 
La., 40th round by the Cincinnati Reds) 
and Scott Murphy (Lilburn, Ga., 25th round 
by the Florida Marlins), infielder Tim 
Lemke (Belle Meade, NJ, 31st round by the 
Atlanta Braves), and outfielder Erik 
Smallwood (Pensacola, Fla., 21st round by 
the Milwaukee Brewers). The remaining list 
of newcomers includes Brent Boyd (INF, Ft. 
Worth, Texas), Jeremy Brown (1B, 
Hueytown), Shane Henderson (RHP, Central 
Alabama CC), Keith Long (LHP, Central 
Alabama CC), Kevin Marzion (RHP, 
Sacramento City College), Scott 
McClanahan (OF, Hartselle) and Rock Mills 
(C, Westlake, Ohio). 

The rankings only reflect players who have 
come to school and do not include athletes 
who signed pro contracts after initially sign- 
ing letters of intent to schools. Alabama lost 
a pair of signees to the MLB draft. First 
baseman David Callahan (Palm Bay, Fla.) 
was a_ third-round pick by the Florida 
Marlins and right-hand pitcher Frankie 
McGill (Pensacola, Fla.) was selected in the 
sixth round by the Texas Rangers. 

Nicole Johnson, 1998 Miss America, has 
strong ties to The University of Alabama and 
its baseball program. 
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Paul Phillips 


Miss Johnson’s father, George, played 
baseball for Coach Joe Sewell from 1965-67. 
He played in 87 games during his three-year 
career and compiled a .272 career batting 
average (86 for 316) with eight home runs 
and 35 runs batted in. He was a first-team 
All-SEC center fielder in 1967, where he 
batted .340 (55 for 162) with five home 
runs and 20 RBI in 44 games for the Tide. 

Miss Johnson grew up in Florida and at- 
tended the University of Virginia. 

Her grandparents, John and Minnie 
Johnson, live in Northport. 


Tim Young was the first player under 

Coach Jim Wells to reach the major 
leagues. The Montreal Expos purchased the 
Young's contract in September from Triple-A 
Ottawa. He pitched in 10 games for the 
Expos, compiling a 0-0 record and 6.00 
ERA. In 10 innings, Young allowed six hits, 
four runs, walked four and struck out seven 
batters. 

He achieved success against the first batter 
he faced during his big-league career, strik- 
ing out Florida Marlins outfielder Cliff 
Floyd, a former minor league teammate of 
Young. 

Young was the winning pitcher in Wells’ 
very first win at Alabama as the Tide defeat- 
ed Middle Tennessee State, 2-1, in 1] in- 
nings at Sewell-Thomas Stadium on 
February 18, 1995. 

“I am very happy for Tim,” Wells said. “1 
know it has to be an_ exciting day for him 
and his family. | know that he was very ex- 
cited when he first stepped into the club- 
house and onto the field. The first day in the 
big leagues is always special. 


l is only fitting that left-hand pitcher 


NOVEMBER "98/BaAMa, Inside The Crimson Tide 


G.W. Keller 


“Tam also proud that he is the first player 
to play for me who has reached the Major 
Leagues. It was an exciting day for everyone.” 

The Bristol, Florida, native is the first 
player to play for Wells to make it into 
Major League Baseball. In addition, he is the 
38th former Alabama player to play in the 
big leagues, joining the likes of Ike Boone, 
Andy Cohen, Herschell Freeman, Butch 
Hobson, Frank Lary, Del Pratt, Lee Rogers, 
Hall of Famer Joe Sewell, Fred Sington, Lena 
Stiles, Riggs Stephenson and Al 
Worthington. 

Young is also one of three current big 
league players from The University, joining 
David Magadan of the Oakland Athletics 
and Craig Shipley of the Anaheim Angels. 

Young was drafted by the Expos in the 
19th round of the 1996 June Draft after 
helping Alabama to a share of the 1996 SEC 
Championship and a berth in the College 
World Series. 

In two seasons (1995-96) with the Tide, 
Young appeared in 49 games and compiled a 
17-6 (.739) record with a 2.35 earned run 
average. He also added nine career saves. He 
pitched 153 career innings and allowed 130 
hits and 58 runs (40 earned), while walking 
49 and striking out 149. Young’s 49 career 
appearances ranks 10th all-time at Alabama, 
while his 17 wins are eighth and nine career 
saves seventh in Bama history. 


oung is not the only former Crimson 

x Tide baseball player to enjoy success 

during the 1998 season. Alabama has 

20 former players currently at the Major or 

Minor League level of baseball with several 

players earning top honors in their respec- 
live organizations. 


Jayson Cox 


Al Drumheller, a left-hand pitcher and out- 
fielder for the Tide from 1991-93, was a 
member of the Southern League Champion 
Mobile BayBears, the Class AA affiliate of the 
San Diego Padres. Drumheller compiled a 5- 
4 record with four saves and a 3.51 ERA. He 
recorded 118 strikeouts in 97 2/3 innings. 

Jarrod Kingrey, who was selected in the 
10th round of the 1998 Major League Draft by 
the Toronto Blue Jays, enjoyed a fine rookie 
season for the New York-Penn League's St. 
Catherines Stompers. Kingrey had no record 
with a 0.48 ERA and a league leading 16 saves 
for the Blue Jays rookie ball affiliate. He was 
promoted to Class A Hagerstown (Maryland) 
of the South Atlantic League, where he 
pitched one game for the Suns in the SAL 
Playoffs. Kingrey was named the Most 
Valuable Player of the Stompers and received 
his award at SkyDome in Toronto before a 
Blue Jays home game. 

Paul Phillips, a ninth-round draft pick by 
the Kansas City Royals, spent time with the 
Spokane (Washington) Indians of the short- 
season Northwest League and_ the 
Wilmington (Delaware) Blue Rocks of the 
Class A Carolina League. Phillips hit .308 
with four home runs and 25 RBI at Spokane. 
He was 10th in the league in hitting for the 
Indians. Paul was named the Most Valuable 
Player of the Carolina League Playoffs. In 
addition, Phillips was listed as the number- 
one prospect of the Northwest League by 
Baseball America. 

Brett Taft, who played for the Tide from 
1993-96, spent the entire 1998 season with 
the Wilmington Blue Rocks. Taft batted .257 
with three home runs and 31 RBI for the 
Carolina League Champions, their second in 
a row and third in four years. 
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Canary Knight: 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Junior college star picked 
Bama because of Cottrell 


one hearing “canary” would think of a 

small, fragile, yellow bird. However, run- 
ning backs and tight ends on football teams 
with Alabama on the schedule might think of 
something else. Alabama linebacker Canary 
Knight is bigger than Big Bird at 6-2, 236. 
Still, there is a similarity or two in the small 
bird and the big linebacker who share the 
moniker. 

As physical as Knight is on the field, he is 
as quiet as a bird off the field. In fact, during 
his days at City College of San Francisco, his 
teammates tagged him with the nickname 
Silent Knight. And in high school, where he 
was not only a football star but also an out- 
standing member of the track and field team, 


IE a word association test, almost every- 


Physical Addition At Linebacker 


he earned the name Bird after he soared 6-10 
in the high jump, earning second place in the 
state championship meet. (And he claims to 
have topped the 7-0 mark in practice.) 

“I don’t talk too much on the field,”"Knight 
said. “I just try to make plays.” Knight made 
enough plays for Coach George Rush at 
CCSF to make first team All-Golden State, 
some junior college All-America teams, and 
be recruited by most of the major football 
programs around the country, After making 
96 tackles, including 15 for losses, sacking 
the quarterback seven times, blocking four 
field goals, averaging almost 40 yards as a 
punter, and returning a 90-yard interception 
for a touchdown (showing that on occasion 
this Canary can fly), schools such as Ohio 
State, Florida State, South Carolina and the 
entire Pac-10 came calling, 

“L was getting offers from pretty much ev- 
erywhere,” Knight said. “I could have gone 
anywhere in the nation.” California is not or- 
dinarily fertile recruiting ground for Alabama, 
but Knight picked the Crimson Tide. And he 


did so primarily because of Recruiting 
Coordinator Ronnie Cottrell. 

Knight played only one year of football for 
Coach Jim Sauls at Leon High School in 
Tallahassee, Florida. He showed tremendous 
potential, but all the schools that initially 
pursued him eventually shied away as aca- 
demic deficiencies surfaced. All except 
Florida State that is, where Cottrell was then 
the recruiting coordinator. “Coach Cottrell 
told me that I had what it took (to be suc- 
cessful in college and play Division I foot- 
ball),” Knight said. “He motivated me to go 
to junior college. If it wasn’t for Coach 
Cottrell, | would have been through with 
football a long time ago. Coach Cottrell is 
like a second father to me. I just trust him. 
Anything he tells me, 1 just fly with it.” 
(Canary really said that.) 


ortunately for the Crimson Tide, 
Fes left the Seminoles’ staff and 
came to Alabama. “If it wasn't for 
Coach Cottrell, 1 wouldn't be at Alabama 
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now,” said Knight, who added that Florida 
State’s more business-like approach to re- 
cruiting was less appealing than the Tide’s 
more down-to-earth philosophy. “I can’t re- 
ally explain it,” Knight said, “but when I 
came here it was much more than a football 
visit. There was a sense of unity, a bond be- 
tween the coaches and the players. I felt 


Hi 


a a 


Canary Knight has been first team at outside linebacker since arriving at Alabama this fall. He is play- 


like I could trust the coaches. It wasn't like, 
‘What are you going to do for me right 
now?’ The way I would describe it is that it 
just felt like family. 1 could feel it in my 
soul. The whole atmosphere at Alabama 
makes it easier to give 100 per cent without 
worrying about the effort.” 

It also didn’t hurt Bama’s chances that 


ing the strongside linebacker spot. Although he is still learning techniques, he has good physical abili- 


ty and great effort. 
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Knight grew up following the college career 
of native Floridian (Miami) and former 
Alabama All-America and Butkus Award 
winner Derrick Thomas. Now that he has 
experienced it, Knight says the Crimson 
Tide's fans provide another edge. “They give 
you something more to play for,” he said. 
Knight said that it was a blessing when 
Cottrell took the Alabama job. Despite 
growing up in the midst of the hoopla and 
success that surrounds Florida State foot- 
ball, Knight opted to leave Tallahassee. “I 
really wanted to get away from home,” he 
said. “In high school 1 hung around with the 
wrong crowd and | wanted to get away from 
that. I just wanted to get away from my 
past. If 1 had gone to Florida State, there 
would haye been too many distractions.” 


junior playing his first season for 
Atm Knight, who possesses ex- 

cellent quickness and pass rushing 
ability, has been first team since the begin- 
ning of the season, although he sometimes 
alternates with others as the starter. In his 
brief career, Knight has actually played two 


linebacker positions, “jack” when the Tide 
was in a 3-4 defense at the beginning of the 
year, and “sam,” (or strongside), when the 
Tide moved to the 4-3. In both cases the po- 
sition is an outside linebacker with responsi- 
bility to ward off the tight end or lead block- 
ing back on run plays, and cover the tight 
end or back coming out of the backfield on 
pass plays. Knight, who runs a 4.47 40-yard 
dash and bench presses 400-pounds, rotates 
with Steve Stanley at the position, with 
Darius Gilbert behind them, (Before the 
move to the 4-3, Knight and Clint 
Waggoner, who has since moved to defen- 
sive end, were alternating at jack.) 

“Probably his best asset is that he’s a very 
physical football player,” said Defensive 
Coordinator and Linebackers Coach Ellis 
Johnson. “He does a good job against the 
tight end in the running game. He probably 
needs more work on zone coverage, and he's 
still learning some things about the way we 
play man coverage that are different from 
the scheme they used in junior college.” 

He's also had to learn some new technique 
against the run. “We played a different style 


K40ROL98 
+ How to Order 


in junior college,” said Knight. “There we 
were taught to string the run, whereas at 
Alabama we're taught to shed the blocker 
and get up the field. Sometimes I catch my- 
self still stringing out instead of getting up 
the field. I’m still learning and adapting to a 
new system and style of play.” 

Its technique, not effort, that Knight must 
concentrate on. “I’m absolutely pleased with 
his attitude and with his work habits,” 
Johnson said. “He's very disciplined.” 
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tion is a whole lot different,” Knight said. 
“In junior college we were pretty much the 
top team. Against most teams we had to 
make a whole, whole lot of mistakes in 
order to get beat. At this level, any team can 
step it up in a week. A mistake or two can 
cost you a ball game.” 
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Griff Redmill: 
Se 


A Pleasant Surprise For Offense 


by Kirk McNair 


One-time defensive end is 
stalwart on offensive line 


Redmill ended up on the offensive line. In 

fact, it was a huge surprise to Redmill. 
“You think you were surprised,” Redmill said. 
“All | had ever played in high school was de- 
fensive line, except for maybe a few plays at 
tight end. I've always been kind of tall and 
lanky, and 1 was recruited as a defensive 
end.” 

Not only is Redmill an offensive lineman, 
he’s the only player to have seen Alabama 
football action at all three line positions, tack- 
le, guard and center. 

Redmill, a third year sophomore, almost 
didn't make it to Alabama at all. “I grew up an 
Alabama fan and went to all the games,” he 
said. “But Alabama only had 14 scholarships 
to give (in 1996), and it didn’t look like | was 
going to get one of them. They had commit- 
ments from Michael Myers, Heath Panks 
(both junior college players), Jamie Carter 
and Kenny Smith (from North Jackson High 


iF was something of a surprise when Griff 


School in Stevenson, not the current Tider 
from Meridian), who didn’t qualify, and I 
wasn't highly-touted. So 1 committed to Ole 
Miss. But Coach Ross (former Recruiting 
Coordinator Randy Ross) tried to keep me on 
the line. And when he told me Alabama had a 
scholarship for me, there was no where else.” 

It shouldn't have been a great surprise that 
Bama would recruit Redmill. He was first 
team all-state (and academic all-state) and 
had also played basketball and been a high 
jumper on the track and field team. He was 
ranked 16th on the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 
list and would probably have been higher ex- 
cept that he had to under go knee surgery fol- 
lowing his senior season. 

Redmill has been 6-5 for a long time, but 
he’s not lanky anymore. As a sophomore at 
Walker High School in Jasper he was already 
his current height of 6-5, but weighed only 
175. However, he had gotten up to about 240 
in his senior season for Coach Bubba Davis. 
By the time he showed up at Alabama in 
August, 1996, he had bulked up to 260. Now 
he's pushing 300, up to 292. 

His first position at Alabama was something 
of a surprise. “I had always been a defensive 
end, but they put me at tackle,” Redmill said. 
“I was practically a noseguard. But | ended up 
all over the field that year.” Redmill, who was 
redshirted, saw time at defensive end and 


tackle and even linebacker as a member of the 
scout team. 

The next surprise came in the spring, when 
new Head Coach Mike DuBose gave Redmill 
to Bama’s new Offensive Line Coach, Neil 
Callaway. “They moved me to left (offensive) 
tackle behind Chris Samuels,” Redmill said. 

That fall, Redmill had a smattering of plays 
in Bama’s opening game against Houston, 
then played only on special teams in the vic- 
tory over Vanderbilt in Nashville the next 
week. 

Following a Wednesday practice prior to 
the third game against Arkansas, Callaway 
told Redmill he would be playing guard 
against the Razorbacks. “He told me, ‘Its just 
like tackle.’ 1 can tell you that when you've 
only been playing offensive line for a few 
weeks and you only get one day of practice, 
guard is not just like tackle,” Redmill said. 
“Now that I've been on the offensive line for 
awhile I see what he meant, but on that day it 
was quite an adjustment.” 

Redmill didn’t just move to left guard. He 
started the game there. “I was pretty ragged,” 
Redmill said. “I was nervous and now that 
game is just kind of a blur to me.” Redmill 
had moved ahead of Will Friend for that 
game and the two split playing time. The next 
week Friend was back as the starter, but 
Redmill stayed as the back-up left guard and 
continued to get playing time. But then in- 
juries struck in the defensive line, and 
Redmill made yet another move, back to de- 
fense. 

“I got a few (defensive) snaps against LSU 
and Mississippi State, but other than special 
teams I was pretty much a spectator for the 
rest of the year,” Redmill said. 


edmill knew he would be moving back 
R: the offensive line for spring training, 

but he didn’t know where he would 
end up. As it turned out, that question was 
not resolved until this fall. However, there 
was not much question that Redmill would 
be a fixture in the offensive front this year. 
Following spring practice, DuBose said, “The 
guy on the offensive line I'm most pleased 
with is Griff Redmill.” And Bama assistant 
coaches agreed, selecting him to receive the 
“Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive 
Lineman Award” for his performance in 
spring practice. 

Redmill finished spring practice and started 
work in August as the number one man at 
right guard, just ahead of Jason McDonald. 
But things were not working out at right tack- 
le the way DuBose and Callaway had hoped, 
and it was necessary to move Will Cuthbert 
from left guard to right tackle. That meant 
Redmill moved over to left guard with 
McDonald moving up to right guard. 


Griff Redmill came to Alabama as a defensive 
line prospect, but has moved into a starting job 
on the offensive line. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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And that wasn't the end of it. Tide coaches 
were also not satisfied with back-up work at 
center behind Paul Hogan. And so Redmill 
had yet a third offensive line position to 
learn, getting a few snaps at center each day. 

Over the years, Alabama has ordinarily had 
more than one offensive line coach, However, 
Callaway coaches the entire line, tackle to 
tackle. That would seem to work perfectly for 
Griff Redmill, who has to assume that he 
could be at any of the offensive line positions. 

“I like having just one coach for the entire 
line,” Redmill said. “When Coach Callaway is 
teaching technique, we all listen.” 

He said, “I think it’s good for the oneness 
you have to have in the offensive line. One 
defense, one, two, even three guys can make 
a mistake, and there's still a chance to make 
the play. On offense, if one guy makes a mis- 
take the play is probably going to fail. In the 
offensive line it’s almost like choreography. 
It’s a lot more complicated than defensive 
line, which is reading and reacting when the 
play starts. I like to think that the smart guys 
are on the offensive line.” 

Redmill also liked a change that DuBose 
made early this season, putting Callaway 
(who is also the offensive coordinator) on the 
sidelines during the game and moving 
Quarterbacks Coach Charlie Stubbs from the 
sidelines into the pressbox. “None of the of- 
fensive linemen liked the idea of Coach 
Callaway not being on the sidelines with us,” 


Redmill said. “We figured that Coach Stubbs 
only had one guy he had to talk to and he 
could talk to the quarterback on the phone. 
But there were five of us coming off the field 
needing to talk to Coach Callaway.” 


particularly interesting aspect of offen- 
Ak line play this year has been the 

lack of substitution. While everyone 
involved realizes the importance of develop- 
ing depth on the offensive front, DuBose said, 
“I'm not going to do it at the expense of los- 
ing a quarterback. We need to develop depth, 
but we need to do it in practice.” 

Redmill thinks it has been a big advantage 
for the starting offensive linemen to have got- 
ten so much game work together, and makes 
the wry point that “the offense really hasn't 
been on the field that much.” Indeed, he said, 
“We have got to do a better job offensively so 
that we make more first downs, string them 
together to keep the defense off the field, and 
then score points. If we're backed up to our 
goalline, we at least have to get it out and not 
put the defense in a field position hole. When 
we do all that on a consistent basis, then we'll 
be able to get a little breather now and then.” 

The sophomore said that game action has 
given the offensive line a cohesiveness, 
“When we break huddle and go to the line of 
scrimmage, depending on the defense we see 
1 might have to do one of about 10 different 
things and that’s the case with everyone on 


the line. We make a call, but the important 
thing is we have done this so much that even 
before the call is made we all know what we 
are going to do,” 

Redmill said, “I think I've come a long way 
as a pass blocker, I'm not great at it; I've got 
miles to go. But I'm just a sophomore. | think 
the toughest thing for me is pulling. I'm not 
too good at that.” 

The offensive lineman is very conscious of 
two men behind him, quarterback Andrew 
Zow and tailback Shaun Alexander. He said 
that Zow gives the entire team a confidence 
boost “because he has shown he will keep his 
poise and make the plays.” He also noted that 
Zow “is representative of a trend in football in 
that he is a quarterback who can scramble. 
When fans see the quarterback scramble they 
probably think the blocking broke down, but 
that’s not necessarily the case. Sometimes it's 
just a chance the quarterback sees to make a 
big play. Andrew does a good job of that. All 
our quarterbacks are very mobile.” 

Although he came to Alabama as a defen- 
sive lineman, Redmill said, “I love being on 
offense, especially when we're gaining yards 
and putting up points. And its great to have a 
guy like Shaun Alexander. He never fails to 
credit the offensive line, even sometimes 
when we haven't done our job. We're not 
going to get our names called out over the 
loudspeaker at the game, so it’s nice to get 
that recognition from Shaun.” 
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The Kicking Game: 


by Shane Youngblood 


There Has Been Improvement 


Tide coaches want even better performance, but every aspect is brighter 


ike most areas of the Alabama football 
| team in 1997, the performance of the 

Crimson Tide’s special teams was 
spotty at best, with promising bright spots 
noticeable along with glaring breakdowns in 
execution. It was no surprise at all that Head 
Coach Mike Dubose deemed the kicking 
game a top priority for the 1998 season. 
Included on the second-year coach’s wish 
list was crisper execution in place-kicking, 
better placements on punts, and a more dy- 
namic return game. At the midway point of 
the season, it is becoming increasingly clear- 
er that areas that begged for much needed 
improvement in 1998 are getting just that 
while other components of the special teams 
er’ 


play that were quite successful last year have 
received fine tuning. 

Here's a look at 1998 special teams play: 

Punting 

No special teams player performed at a 
more consistent level last season than junior 
punter Daniel Pope. Pope, now a senior, fin- 
ished 1997 as the third best punter in the 
Southeastern Conference, booting the ball 
57 times for 2,457 yards for a 43.1 yards per 
punt average. When the Crimson Tide’s of- 
fense stalled last season, Pope was there to 
bail the unit out as he boomed one big kick 
after another. 

One season removed from a stellar 1997, 
Pope has continued his kicking mastery 


with uncanny similarities to last year. After 
six games, Pope had punted the ball 38 
times for an average of 43.1 yards per kick: a 
pace that would leave him with an identical 
average to last season. 

If there has been a difference in the perfor- 
mance of Pope from this year to last, it 
would be superior placement skills as ten of 
Pope’s 38 punts had been placed inside the 
opponent’s 20-yard line-either out of 
bounds, downed by Bama coverage men, or 
not returned by the opponent. 

“I think the biggest difference over last 
year is that we are focusing more on direc- 
tional kicking and placement,” Pope said. “1 
understand better that what we play is more 
of a field position game and that is enough 
for me to give up some yards on my net per 
kick.” 

Don't be fooled if the brawny 6-0, 200- 
pound Alpharetta, Georgia, native doesn’t 
pound every one of his punts across the 
state border: Pope has already demonstrated 
his strength this season with a 65-yard punt 
in the Tide’s loss to Arkansas on September 
26. He has a handful of punts over 60 yards. 

“Just because | am trying to place the ball 
better and perhaps use a little more finesse 
doesn’t mean that I have forgotten about net 
yards,” Pope said. “I can consistently kick 
the ball over 50 yards in practice. The whole 
key to me is to aim your body in the direc- 
tion you want to place the ball. It isn’t some- 
thing I really have to think about. I basically 
just line up and do it. 

“If I want to pooch kick the ball and kill it 
deep, then I really don’t take much power 
off. 1 just try to get it more straight up in the 
air so it dies when it hits the ground.” 

Pope has also withstood a change in snap- 
pers this season as Bradley Ledbetter has 


Ryan Pflugner won the starting job as place- 
kicker in 1997, then missed most of the year 
with an injury. He has reclaimed the position 
this year and has demonstrated a very strong leg 
on field goal attempts. Robert Sutton Photo 
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The most consistent performer in the Alabama kicking game over the past two seasons has been 
punter Daniel Pope, who has improved his performance this year not by kicking longer, but by kicking 


better. He has become adept at placing the ball inside the 10-yard line. 


wrestled the position away from incumbent 
Brooks Brodie. 

“Brooks did an excellent job last year and 
| had no complaints,” said Pope. “I think the 
coaches thought Bradley did a little better 
job getting off the line and covering down 
field. They also wanted Brooks to concen- 
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trate more on the offensive line. 

“My protection overall this season has 
been excellent. | have had all day to kick 
and if there is a downside to that, it is that I 
have to resist the urge to take it for granted 
and get it off slower.” 

Pope’s routine differs a bit from the aver- 
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While good coverage men like Chris Horne (1) and Marcus Spencer (41) play a big role in kickoff coverage, Alabama coaches want the kickoff man to make 
the job easy by hitting kickoffs deep into the end zone, eliminating the possibility of return, Freshman walk-on Mark Wisniewski has been Bama’s primary 


kickoff man this year. 


age punter during game-week preparation. 
Instead of relaxing earlier in the week, Pope 
kicks as many as 60 to 70 balls per day on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. 

“I think my routine has helped me get 
stronger and stronger,” said Pope. “My leg 
strength has bailed us out a time or two so 
far this season. | think the kick I remember 
the most was against Florida when they had 
us pinned inside our 10 and I hit the ball re- 
ally well to get the defense out of a bind.” 

“Daniel has been everything we have ex- 
pected him to be this season,” said Assistant 
Head Coach Ronnie Cottrell, who oversees 
the kickers. “He has also taken the job as 
our holder and has performed wonderfully 
in that regard as well. His placement on 
punts is much improved and he is still keep- 
ing his great hang-time as well.” 

Although he has not been pressed into 
game action, Alabama coaches have great 
confidence in back-up punter Patrick 
Morgan, a junior from Birmingham. 

Place-kicking 

Going into 1998, it was obvious that the 
place-kicking job of the Crimson Tide was 
not only one of the more unsettled positions 
on the team, but also the most wide-open as 
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far as competition. Alabama used three dif- 
ferent kickers on field goals last season 
along with four different kickers on extra 
points: a sharp contrast to the stability from 
Pope, who had all but six of the Tide’s punts 
in 1997, 

Strong-legged sophomore Ryan Pflugner 
was poised to seize the position in 1997 and 
hit four out of five extra points in the season 
opening win over Houston. However, 
Pflugner, now a senior, was hampered by a 
reoccurring leg injury and did not see action 
the rest of the season. Indeed, after he un- 
derwent post-season surgery, he missed all 
of spring practice and was pretty much 
counted out by most as a competitor for the 


job. 


Fortunately for the Tide, Pflugner is now 
recovered and has provided much needed 
stability to what was an extremely unstable 
spot in 1997. The Sarasota, Florida, native 
has shown a strong leg in kicking field 
goals. Even his misses has been “noisy.” 
Pflugner’s misses have come mostly from 
long distances, and he has narrowly miscon- 
nected on those kicks, 

“I think it is miraculous that Ryan has 
been able to come off the type of surgery he 


Barry Fikes Photo 


has and still exhibit the great leg strength he 
has shown,” said Cottrell. “He is just miss- 
ing some of those longer kicks and most of 
those has been into the wind. He is also get- 
ting the distance on his misses, but the wind 
has blown a few of them to the side. 

“I think before all is said and done, Ryan is 
going to open some eyes this year and put 
up some real gaudy kick distances. He just 
needs a few more breaks to go his way.” 

Pflugner’s best day as a collegiate athlete 
came in the third game of the season against 
Arkansas when the senior connected on 
field goals of 55 and 42 yards. The 55-yarder 
was the second longest in Alabama history 
and the longest without a kicking tee. He 
has been perfect on extra points this season 
as well. Ordinarily not much is made of 
point after touchdown kicking success, but 
a look at this year’s East Carolina game, in 
which the visiting Pirates got one point and 
Alabama two points on the three extra point 
kicks, shows the importance of making a 
touchdown seven points. 

Also available are soph A.J. Diaz of Miami, 
the Tide’s only scholarshipped place-kicker; 
and senior Brian Cunningham of 
Birmingham, who was the Tide’s leading 
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scorer last year with 12 of 21 field goals and 
14 of 17 extra points. 
Coverage and Returns 

While Cottrell gives his punter and place- 
kicker high marks, the first year Tide assis- 
tant coach hopes that either Diaz or walk-on 
freshman kicker Mark Wisniewski of 
Jacksonville, Florida, will establish them- 
selves as the number one player on kickoffs. 
“We have been inconsistent with our kick- 
offs to this point,” said Cottrell. “Mark and 
A.J. have been going back and forth and 
they have their good days and bad days at 
practice. We are looking for someone who 
can effectively limit the opposition’s chances 
to return the ball at all.” 

While Diaz handled kickoff duties in the 
season opener against BYU, Wisniewski as- 
sumed the role right before the Vanderbilt 
game and kept it until the Tide’s 23-22 win 
over East Carolina, where both players 
shared duties kicking off. 

“Lam quite certain that one of the two will 
assume a stronghold on the spot pretty 
soon,” said Cottrell. “We haven't been bad at 
that spot, but we could use some more con- 
sistency.” 

According to Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie, 
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who was placed in overall charge of special 
teams this season, the return department is 
an area that has been only “average” to this 
point, but the 16-year veteran of the Tide's 
coaching staff adds that the one player who 
has garnered high grades consistently for his 
work has been sophomore Arvin Richard. 
The second string tailback from Atlanta had 
fielded 28 out of 32 of the Tide's kickoff and 
punt returns through the first half of the 
season. And while Richard had yet to break 
a return for a score, both he and Rouzie be- 
lieve it is only a matter of time. 

“It seems like every week I return the ball 
further and further on kickoffs,” said the 
diminutive Richard. “The whole key to a re- 
turn is all eleven players on the field making 
their assignments and I feel like it is just a 
matter of time before we get it all together.” 

Richard ranked 27th nationally with a 
24.5 kickoff return average at the midpoint 
of the season. 

“Arvin has been excellent as our primary 
ball returner,” Rouzie said. “The most im- 
portant thing he does right is field the ball, 
and that is absolutely critical that we can 
have a sure-handed guy like Arvin back 
there to get the job done. He is an extremely 


intelligent ball player who just needs to 
learn to make that first step on punt returns 
upfield. We think he is starting to do that 
and when he does, he can be a dangerous of- 
fensive weapon for us.” 

Richard enjoyed his longest kickoff return 
of his career in the East Carolina game when 
he returned the opening kickoff 45 yards 
and was a cut away from taking it all the 
way. “The kickoff returns are more or less 
just following your wedge and hitting the 
right seams,” said Richard. “On punt re- 
turns, you have a lot of decisions you have 
to make, like concentrating on how far the 
ball is going back and having the vision to 
see how far away the defender is away from 
you. | think I have improved in those areas, 
and with the right breaks, I think I can be a 
force returning both punts and kickoffs.” 

“We have stressed to our players the im- 
portance of special teams from a field posi- 
tion standpoint and how much more dan- 
gerous your team can be with an explosive 
return game,” said Rouzie. “It is going to 
take a combination of coaching and execu- 
tion to put it all together and hopefully we 
will see big things out of the return game 
before the year is out.” 
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Swimming & Diving Outlook: 


a 
There’ve Been Some Changes Made 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Although Tide has new 
coach, veteran staff 
means smooth transition 


hese are different Alabama men’s and 
[ women’s swimming and diving teams 
than the ones that closed last season 
with both squads ranked in the nation’s top 
35. And they are different in more than just 
the usual way of the senior class graduating, 
the addition of another class. The Crimson 
Tide’s head coach for the past four seasons, 
Chuck Horton, left the team in August for a 
position in private business. The late depar- 
ture might have crippled another program, 
sending it into turmoil, but the Tide was in 
a much different position than most. 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath found that 
the staff remaining was blessed with years of 


coaching experience, giving the transition a 
bedrock of stability. Bockrath appointed 
Assistant Coach Ed Reed as the program's in- 
terim coach. Reed, who joined the Alabama 
staff in 1996, has more than 25 years of 
coaching experience, including 22 years as 
head coach of Brown. Before joining the 
Crimson Tide staff, he was the director of the 
Alabama Aquatic Center, a position he still 
holds in tandem with his coaching duties. 

Long time Alabama assistant Vance Rose, a 
rock for the Tide over the years, lends a 
large measure of stability and continuity 
rarely found in collegiate athletics today. 
Rose, who is celebrating his 20th season 
with the Tide this year, and his 23rd in the 
coaching profession, has been a part of the 
Tide family since 1975, His experience with 
Alabama, and his devotion to The University 
and the swimming and diving program, 
should help the Tide bridge the gap between 
Horton and his replacement with few prob- 
lems. 

Katie Gilbert, a former Crimson Tide All- 


“The Rededication of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium” 


"SHE 


fod 
DN 


2516 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
(205) 752-6222 
800-579-TIDE 


yt 


Add $10.00 s/h on posters 
Add $15.00 s/h on framed posters 


Standard Poster $9.95 


Limited Edition $24.95 
(Signed by Coach Mike DuBose and 
Photographer Art Meripol) 


Add $100.00 for framing 
(Cherry frame, double matted) 


Alabama residents 
must add 8% sales tax 


America in her fifth season as a Tide assis- 
tant coach, has grown into her position a 
little more each year, and has become one of 
the top young coaches in the country. As 
she was during her competitive years, 
Gilbert is a steadying force for the athletes 
and the coaches. 

Despite the changes in the staff, and the 
hunt for a new Tide mentor that is in the 
works, the focus for the coaches is as it 
should always be, on the athletes. And for 
the athletes, whose career spans a scant year, 
there is no time to waste worrying about 
what was or might be. The prevailing atti- 
tude is that it is time to pull together as a 
team; swim fast, dive clean and surprise 
those who have counted the Tide out. 


he men will be led by returning 
| NCAA champion diver Brent Roberts. 
Roberts became only the second 
Alabama diver to win an NCAA title. Wayne 
Chester was the first, taking the one-meter 
diving title in 1980 as a freshman. The last 
member of the swimming and diving team 
to win an NCAA title was Glenn Mills in 
1983 when he won the 200-breaststroke 
crown. Roberts is the first Alabama diver to 
win back-to-back Southeastern Conference 
Diver of the Year honors, Entering his senior 
season and third year as captain of the 
Alabama squad, Roberts is looking to three- 
peat as the SEC Diver of the Year and repeat 
as the NCAA 10-meter champion. Backing 
Roberts up in the diving events will be ju- 
nior Alan Rose, Rose has scored at the 
Southeastern Conference championships 
each of the last two seasons, A standout in 
the classroom, Rose earned Academic All- 
SEC honors last season. 

Serving as co-captain of the men’s team, 
Mark Jollands will be carrying more than 
just the Tide’s middle distance freestyle load. 
Elected by his teammates, Jollands, along 
with Roberts, will be helping to lead 
Alabama into its 40th season of competition. 
An Academic All-SEC performer last season, 
Jollands scored in the 200, 500 and 1650 
freestyles at last year’s conference champi- 
onships. As a freshman he earned honorable 
mention All-America as part of the 800 
freestyle relay. Joining Jollands in the middle 
distance and distance [reestyle events will be 
junior Sean Muncie. Muncie scored last sea- 
son in the 1650 free at the SEC Champion- 
ships and was the Tide’s lone 400 intermedi- 
ate medley performer last year. 
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Junior Glen Walshaw is the Tide’s top re- 
turning sprinter. A finalist in the 200 
freestyle at last year’s SEC title tilt, Walshaw 
posted the team’s top time of the season in 
the 100 and 200 freestyles and the 200 in- 
termediate medley. A 1997 honorable men- 
tion All-America, Walshaw is also a vital leg 
on Alabama’s relays. Sophomore Oren 
Azrad made a big impact on the Tide's sprint 
fortunes last season. Joining the Crimson 
Tide for the spring semester, Azrad posted 
Alabama's second best 50 and 200 freestyle 
times of the season and scored at the SEC 
Championships in the process. With anoth- 
er season under his belt, Azrad will only im- 
prove this year. Senior Kris Fisher will see 
action in both the freestyle and backstroke 
sprint events. One of the mainstays of the 
Tide's sprint lane over the course of his ca- 
reer, Fisher will look to close out his career 
in style. Also seeing action in the freestyle 
events for the Crimson Tide will be juniors 
Rick Pratt and Matt Pendleton. Freshman 
John Townsend will be joining the Tide’s 
sprint corps this season. Townsend will be 
looking to make an impact on the Tide’ re- 
lays this season. 

Sophomores Phil Rousseau and Matt 
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Wilsie return to shore up the Tide’s butterfly 
corps. Wilsie saw action on the medley re- 
lays, while Rousseau was mainly used in the 
200 butterfly. Freshman TJ. Wolters should 
make a big impression on the butterfly 
group and will also bolster the intermediate 
medley events. Also swimming intermediate 
medley this season will be freshman Eric 
Hole. Hole will also be a big part of the 
Tide’s backstroke lineup. 

Probably the Tide’s most celebrated fresh- 
man this season is Elan Blomberg. He is a 
breaststroker, and the only one on the Tide's 
roster this season. The biggest hole in last 
year’s lineup was in the breaststroke. 
Blomberg goes a long way to filling that 
hole. 


enior breaststroker Keri Coy leads 
S Alabama’s women. She earned honor- 

able mention All-America honors last 
season, finishing 13th in the 200 breast- 
stroke and dropping nearly two-seconds off 
her career best time in the process. Coy, one 
of the Tide's co-captains this season, finaled 
at the SEC Championships last season in 
both the 100 and 200 breaststroke. Joining 
Coy in the breaststroke lane is junior Brooke 
Donoho. A 1997 honorable mention All- 
America, Donoho scored in both breast- 
strokes at the league championships each of 
the last two seasons. The Coy-Donoho tan- 
dem gives Alabama a potent one-two punch 
in the breaststroke events. Freshmen Kristin 
Francis and Belinda Green will join Coy and 
Donoho in breaststroke, making that event 
Alabama's strongest by far. 

Alabama's other co-captain, junior Sarah 
Burns, will be heading up the sprint 
freestyle group for the Tide. Burns scored in 
both the 100 and 200 freestyles last season 
at the conference meet, and was a force on 
the Tide's relays as well. Joining Burns in the 
sprint events is sophomore Kelly Coellner. 
Coellner was the Tide’s top 200 freestyler 
last season, scoring in that event and the 
200 intermediate medley at the conference 
meet. Junior Jackie Slingerland, the Tide's 
top entry in the distance races last season, 
returns this season with a focus on improv- 
ing times and standings on the conference 
level. Joining the Tide's freestyle corps will 
be freshmen Meagan Barnett, Katy Davidson 
and Marcy Warriner. Barnett will also see ac- 
tion in the backstroke events while Warriner 
will help shore up the breaststroke lane. 

Leading the Tide’s backstroke effort will be 
sophomore Emily Donohue. In addition to 
her backstroke duties in both individual 
events and relays, Donohue will also see ac- 
tion in intermediate medley. 
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Captains of the 1998-99 women’s and men’s swimming and diving teams are (left to right): 
Front-Sarah Burns and Keri Coy. Back-Mark Jollands and Brent Roberts. 


Also seeing backstroke action this season 
will be freshman Kate Wallis. Wallis will 
probably spend most of her time in butterfly 
though as she is the only Bama woman list- 
ed in that event. 


Robert Sutton Photo 


Junior Jen Buffington will be handling the 
diving duties for the Crimson Tide this sea- 
son. Buffington has scored off two of the 
three boards at the conference champi- 
onships each of her first two seasons. 
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Gottfried’s First Class Shaping | Up 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama has commitments 
from two of top three prep 
prospects in the state 


( oaches of winter and spring college 
sports teams get to go through the 
rigors of a recruiting season twice, 

The early period, which lasts for just one 

week, begins November 11. While most 

sports will add players in that time, the em- 
phasis among recruiting watchers is on 
men’s basketball. 

New Alabama Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried is going to have a good first recruit- 
ing class. It's not going to be perfect, because 
the top prospect in the state headed for 
Kentucky. But it's going to be very, very good. 

While Marvin Stone, the 6-9 center from 
Huntsville Grissom, has elected to sign with 
Kentucky, Bama has received commitments 
from two other top stars in the state. 

Erwin Dudley, a 6-8 power forward from 
R.C, Hatch in Uniontown, has announced 
that he will sign with the Crimson Tide. 
Earlier Alabama had received a commitment 
from 6-7 guard Rod Grizzard of Central 
Park Christian in Birmingham. Both are 
ranked among the nation’s top players in an 
unusually good year for basketball prospects 
in Alabama. 

Dudley said that he had been an Alabama 
fan since participating in the Robert Horry 
Basketball Camp in Montgomery when he 
was 14 (Horry is a former Tide star who 
went on to play in the NBA). He committed 
immediately after making his official visit to 
Alabama in early October. He had also con- 
sidered Auburn and Georgia Tech. He said 
he made the decision to commit early and 
end the recruiting process by other schools 
“because | knew what | was going to do,” 

Dudley said that he had known Gottfried 
since Gottfried’s days at Murray State and 
that Assistant Coach Robert Scott had been 
in contact with Dudley when Scott was an 
assistant at Alabama-Birmingham. 

Dudley led R.C. Hatch to a 19-8 record 
last year as he averaged 25 points, 18 re- 
bounds, five blocked shots and three assists 
per game. He shot 61 per cent from the field 
and had double-doubles—double figures per- 
formances in both scoring and rebound- 
ing-in 26 of the Bobcats’ 27 games. He has 
top single game marks of 37 points, 29 re- 
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The second Alabama prep star to commit 
to sign with Alabama in basketball in 
November is Erwin Dudley of R.C. Hatch 
in Uniontown. 


bounds and 10 blocked shots. 

Dudley was ranked the number 18 junior 
prospect in the nation last year by The 
Sporting News and was rated 34th this fall by 
ESPN Future Stars. 

Dudley said that he had a 2.7 grade point 
average and that he needed to score one 
more point on the ACT to meet freshman el- 
igibility standards. 


labama is expected to sign as many 
A= six players in the early signing pe- 

riod. While there were only two early 
commitments, the Tide was actively in- 
volved in a handful of other stars, both in- 
state and out-of-state. 

The best bet appeared to be an Alabamian 
who is currently out of state. Antonio 
Jackson is a 6-5 sophomore guard at Butler 
Community College in Kansas. Jackson is 
originally from Huntsville, where he played 
at Butler High School. The Cats’ Pause, a 
publication covering sports at the University 
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of Kentucky, reported that Jackson had com- 
mitted to Alabama, but other reports have it 
that Jackson won't sign in the early period. 
Kansas and Houston are considered to be 
the top competition for Jackson. 

Alabama is also involved with some other 
players in the state. The best known is 6-2 
guard Terrance Meade of Scottsboro, who 
made official visits to Alabama, Auburn and 
Purdue. He was generally considered to be 
planning to stay in Alabama, either with the 
Tide or Tigers. Auburn was thought to be 
the leader because of an Auburn assistant 
coach having a background in Scottsboro. 

Also in Alabama, the Tide is thought to be 
involved with 6-6 forward Derrick Under- 
wood of Boaz; Josh Bryant, a 6-7 forward 
from Hatton, and Emmett Thomas, a 6-6 
forward from Birmingham John Carroll. 
Bryant reportedly had received an offer from 
Indiana, which has been actively recruiting 
in Alabama since former Tide player and 
Assistant Coach Mike Davis joined the staff 
of Bobby Knight at Indiana. 

Every good player in Alabama was not on 
Bama’s recruiting list. Indiana plucked a 
guard, Trey Ferguson, from Birmingham, 
while Henry Williams, a 6-8 forward from 
Mobile LeFlore, will sign with South 
Alabama. 


here are also numerous reports on the 

national scene of Bama being in- 

volved with two other top stars, one 

of them ranked as the nation’s top prospect 
by some publications. 

Donnell Harvey, a 6-7 power forward from 
Randolph Clay High School in Cuthbert, 
Georgia, who many regard as the nation’s 
lop prospect, is being reported as likely to 
make a visit to Alabama. Reports from 
Kentucky are that Kentucky does not have a 
scholarship available for Harvey, who had 
been thought to be considering Georgetown, 
Connecticut and Clemson, as well as 
Alabama and Kentucky and, possibly, 
Georgia. Many consider Clemson the leader 
since Clemson has a commitment from 
Harvey's friend, Ron Blackshear, a 6-4 guard 
at Hargrave Academy. One problem for 
Harvey is that he is borderline academically. 

Alabama is also thought to be on the short 
list of Kenny Walker, a 6-9 center at 
Wolfson High School in Jacksonville, 
Florida, where he is a strong candidate to be 
Mr. Basketball in Florida. 

Finally, Alabama’s name is linked with 
Derrick Zimmerman, a 6-2 combination 
guard who plays for his father at Wossman 
High School in Monroe, Louisiana. 
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Big Men Around The Southeast 


by James Edwards 


Here's a look at linemen, 
linebackers and tight ends 
around the Southeast 


here is no question that Alabama 

football has been built primarily with 

Southern football players. The 
Crimson Tide has made it top priority to get 
the best players from within the borders of 
the state, and then to foray into the rest of 
the Southeast for top talent. 

It is more difficult now than it was a few 
years ago. Once upon a time, and it wasn't 
that long ago, there were no good [ootball 
teams in Florida and now there are four (in- 
cluding Central Florida). Ole Miss was once 
the only top team in the Magnolia State, but 
now three Mississippi teams have a legiti- 
mate shot to keep the top players home. 
Tennessee continues to recruit nationwide, 
but the Vols are more jealous of their bor- 
ders now. Georgia and Georgia Tech have al- 
ways been dominant in recruiting the Peach 
State, but when Alabama recruiters head 
into Georgia they now find not only the 
homestate universities, but also Auburn, 
South Carolina, Clemson, Tennessee and 
Florida State, among others. And so it goes. 

Still, despite a down year or two, Alabama 
sul has the number one name in college 
football in the South, Even if the prospects 
being recruited are not aware of that, their 
coaches and fathers and uncles and grandfa- 
thers are. 

Alabama Head Coach Mike DuBose has 
called this “the most important recruiting 
year in Alabama history.” To that end, he 
and his staff are looking throughout the 
South for the best available talent. Here is a 
look at some of the top light ends, lineback- 
ers and olfensive and defensive linemen 
around the South who have been linked to 
Alabama, The players are listed alphabetical- 
ly by state. 

FLORIDA 

Luke Bayer is a 6-5, 275-pound offensive 
lineman who runs a 5,0-second 40-yard 
dash. He plays at Bucholz High School in 
Gainesville, Bayer is a very talented offen- 
sive lineman who could play at either guard 
or center, Some feel like he is the best pure 
center in Florida, He can run and pass block 
effectively (85 per cent), call blocking 
schemes, shotgun snap, and long snap for 
punts, That is the total package. He is a very 
hard worker who will only get better in col- 
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lege. Excellent strength (bench press 325), 
plus he is easily qualilied. He lists Alabama 
along with Florida, Florida State, Kentucky, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Central 
Florida. 

Bryce Bishop is a 6-4, 305-pound offensive 
lineman at Miami Killian. He is a dominat- 
ing run blocker whose agility (4.8 +0) 
makes it virtually impossible to out-quick 
him, and his strength allows him to over- 
power his opponent. He ranks among the 
top linemen in the South and if he were a 
polished pass-blocker he would be ranked at 
the top. His team runs the ball 95 per cent 
of the time, and with linemen like him that 
is understandable. He is a Pigskin Preps 
Super South 75 selection, He lists the three 
Florida schools at the top followed by 
Tennessee, Michigan, Ohio State, Alabama, 
Auburn, and Maryland, 

Vernon Carey, 6-5, 315, 5.2, is an offensive 
lineman at Miami Northwestern who is con- 
sidered the best offensive lineman in South 
Florida. He is a dominating blocker and he 
does it against a challenging schedule. He is 
a great run blocker who goes all out until 
the whistle blows. He comes from an excel- 
lent prep program and he blew away scouts 
with his summer camp workouts. Among 
the best offensive tackles in the South, he is 
a Pigskin Preps Super South 75 selection 
who can bench 325 and has already met 
NCAA qualification standards with a 3.0 
GPA and a 930 SAT. He is leaning to Miami 
over FSU, Florida, LSU, Alabama, and 
Ohio State. 

Vincent Cartaya, 6-3, 225, 4.6, of Miami 
Belen Jesuit is one of the best hitting 
linebackers in the South and a very intelli- 
gent player. He is mature, disciplined, and 
has a positive attitude. He can step up in the 
hole, pursue down the line, and shed blocks. 
He is a picture of success in the classroom 
also with a 4.0 GPA and a 1270 SAT. He al- 
ready has 17 scholarship offers but says his 
early leaders are Miami, Alabama, Florida, 
Florida State, West Virginia, and Boston 
College. 

Thornton Chandler, Jr., the son of the for- 
mer Alabama star tight end who later went 
on to the Dallas Cowboys, is a 6-2, 262- 
pounder at Jacksonville Raines. Although he 
is a two-way lineman [or the defending state 
champions, most feel his college career will 
be at center. in part because of his intelli- 
gence. He will have no trouble qualifying 
and he has the quickness (4.9) and the 
strength (bench press 320) to play. He is 
leaning to Kentucky over Georgia Tech, 
Miami. Clemson, Alabama, and SMU. 

Gerard Clark, 6-6, 255, 4.84, is a defensive 
end at Daytona Beach Mainland and he is 


considered among the best in the South. He 
rushes the passer with tremendous speed 
and aggressiveness. He tallied 69 tackles and 
12 sacks as a junior on a team rich in talent. 
He works out religiously and has very good 
strength (BP 350). He hasn't taken the test 
but he should qualify. He is interested in 
Alabama, Florida State, Florida, Michigan 
State, North Carolina, Penn State, and 
Clemson, 

Cornelius Collier, 6-1, 220, 4.6, could be 
called “Mr. Enforcer” as he is a dominating 
linebacker for Miami Palmetto. Many con- 
sider him the best in Florida and his statis- 
tics bear that out. He had over 120 tackles as 
a junior and his coach says they were tackles 
made all over the field. His instincts, reac- 
tion time, impact hits, and strength separate 
him from most linebackers, He is a Pigskin 
Preps Super South 75 selection. He is a na- 
tional recruit who is considering Miami, 
Florida State, Florida, Auburn, Ohio State, 
Michigan, Notre Dame, Alabama, and 
Michigan State, 

Michael Gaines, 6-3, 255, 4.7, Tallahassee 
Florida High, is expected to be even better 
in college than he is 
in high school be- 
cause he will settle 
on one position, As a 
prep star he plays as 
many as four posi- 
tions, but he is ex- 
pected to be a light 
end or, perhaps, a de- 
fensive end in col- 
lege. In addition to 
size and speed, he 
has good strength 
(BP 300). He ranks 
among the south’s best tight ends and is 
number one in Florida, He raised his core 
GPA in summer schoo] and is expected to 
qualily, He is leaning heavily to Alabama 
over Florida State, Tennessee, Central 
Florida, Georgia Tech, Michigan, Clemson, 
Oklahoma, Ohio State, and Michigan State. 

Gary Godsey, 6-8, 255, 4.87. is a quarter- 
back at Tampa Jesuit, but he’s destined to be 
a tight end or lineman (offensive tackle or 
defensive end) in college. He is extremely 
athletic and he does possess the tools to be a 
quarterback if needed and given the oppor- 
tunity, He has a very similar physique to for- 
mer LSU and present Dallas Cowboy start- 
ing tight end, David Lafleur. His father, John 
Godsey, played at Alabama. He is qualified 
and is looking at Georgia Tech, Notre Dame, 
Alabama, Michigan, Florida, and Ohio State. 

Byron Hardmon, 6-3, 220, 4.5, 
Jacksonville Ed White, is the top linebacker 
in the Jacksonville area and a player who is 


Richard Gaines 
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moving up the charts. He has terrific size, 
great speed, and quick instincts. He posted 
over 120 tackles with five interceptions 
(three of which he returned for touch- 
downs). He is a Pigskin Preps Super South 
75 selection and is qualified. He is getting 
plenty of attention but he is taking a hard 
look at Florida State, Florida, Alabama, 
Nebraska, North Carolina, Virginia, and 
South Carolina, 

Anthony Hester, 6-3, 290, 5.0, Jacksonville 
Ribault, is an offensive line prospect who 
has excellent pass blocking skills, He shows 
good aggressiveness although scouts ques- 
tion his stamina in the fourth quarter. He 
knows how to use his size and has an un- 
derstanding for his position. He is a smart 
player with a 2.6 core GPA. He is built low 
and has tremendous overall strength. He 
benches 350 and squats 500. His top two are 
North Carolina and Florida followed by 
Auburn, Alabama, and Georgia. 

Earnest Holley, 6-6, 240, 5.0, Orange Park, 
was not listed on the pre-season recruiting 
lists, but this tight end is developing into a 
top notch performer. Most feel he will be- 
come an offensive or defensive tackle in col- 
lege. He is fully qualified and is favoring 
Miami and Alabama over Auburn, Clemson, 
and Florida State. 

Alex Jackson, 6-5, 285, 5.1, Quincy 
Shanks, is one of the best and most sought- 
after offensive linemen in the sunshine state. 
He has tremendous feet that allow him to 
get position on his man and he gave up only 
one sack for a team that passed for over 
2000 yards. He graded 90 per cent in block- 
ing efficiency as a junior. He is a Pigskin 
Preps Super South 75 selection who is also a 
super student. He is a fan of Ohio State and 
the Buckeyes lead Kentucky. Alabama, 


Florida State. Georgia Tech, and North 
Carolina. 

Jarret Johnson, 6-4, 265, 4.78, Chiefland is 
a two-way lineman who will be a defensive 
lineman in college. 
He is playing in 2A 
competition and he is 
like a man playing 
among children. He 
posted 92 tackles, 25 
sacks, 31 tackles for 
loss, six fumble re- 
coveries, and four 
caused fumbles as a 
junior. To top that off 
he had 57 pancake 
blocks on offense and 
was named the best 
pulling guard in Florida. He made the 
Sunshine Network All Gridiron Team. He is 
already qualified, has very good strength, 
and has committed to Alabama. 

Trahern Lafavor, 6-4, 245, 4.6, is a defen- 
sive end at Fort Lauderdale Cardinal 
Gibbons, and could be a linebacker or de- 
fensive end in college. He has been impress- 
ing college scouts since he was a tenth grad- 
er. He made LO sacks a season ago in a limit- 
ed, injury-shortened time, and averaged 1+ 
tackles per game. He has good speed and 
likes to hit. He has muscular build and 
benches 350. He can also squat 550, plus he 
has a 2.8 GPA and is expected to be eligible. 
He is interested in Miami, FSU, Florida. 
Michigan State. Georgia, Penn State, 
Alabama, and Notre Dame. 

Bobby McCray, Jr., 6-6, 225, 4.6, is a very 
strong defensive end who plays for his fa- 
ther, the defensive coordinator at 
Homestead, He averaged 10 tackles a game 
as a junior and scouts were impressed with 
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his intensity. He is already qualified and is 
looking at Florida and Florida State over 
Ohio State, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Auburn, 

Ryan McIntyre, 6-3, 235, 4.8, is a defen- 
sive end at Orange Park. He has played five 
different positions, McIntyre posted 10 
quarterback sacks as a junior. He has good 
strength and is already qualified. He favors 
Florida State and Florida over Alabama, 
Auburn, Notre Dame, and Kentucky. 

Garry McNealy, 6-5, 275, 4.85, is the de- 
fensive leader for Perry Taylor County and is 
one of Florida’s top defensive tackles, He 
battled some setbacks his junior year but 
still managed to have 47 tackles and six 
sacks. He led his team to the state champi- 
onship. He has very good strength (BP 330), 
but he must improve academically.. He is 
leaning to Alabama over Florida (close sec- 
ond), Georgia, Auburn, Florida State, and 
Clemson. 

Joe Mesidor, 6-4, 210, 4.5, is a relatively 
unknown defensive end and linebacker at 
Apopka. He has great speed and he plays [ull 
speed. He is a sleeper who needs to add 
weight and increase his strength. He has an 
interest in Florida, Florida State, Alabama, 
Clemson, Missouri, Vanderbilt, and Central 
Florida. 

Greg Mills, 6-2, 280, 4.8, is a defensive 
tackle at Tallahassee Lincoln. Scouts like the 
way Mills plays both pass and run. He is 
very strong and difficult to block and has a 
fine work ethic. He has a knack for crushing 
the pocket whether he reaches the quarter- 
back or not. He had 56 tackles, 10 for losses, 
seven sacks, and 15 pressures last year. He 
comes [rom a good program and is clearly 
one of the states top defensive linemen. He 
bench presses 380, and squats 765, which 
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may be tops in the South. He needs to im- 
prove academically. FSU leads Michigan, 
Florida, Alabama, Syracuse, and Auburn. 

Dave Peterson, 6-3, 230, 4.7, is an oul- 
standing linebacker at Bristol Liberty 
County. He is intense, aggressive, and 
durable. He posted L14 tackles and 15 sacks 
as.a junior. He needs to improve academical- 
ly. He is considering Florida State, Alabama, 
Florida, Tennessee, and Auburn. 

Kendyll Pope, 6-2, 215, 4.55, Lake City 
Columbia, has everything a scout could look 
for in an outside linebacker, He averaged 
double figures in tackles from the middle 
linebacker slot as a junior, but most feel he 
is destined for the outside in college. He is a 
Pigskin Preps Super South 75 member and 
also ranks among the top three linebackers 
in Florida, He favors Florida State over 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, and Ohio State. 

Aaron Shealy, 6-3, 275, 5,0, Altamonte 
Springs Lake Brantley, is a sleeper offensive 
lineman who can play guard or even devel- 
op into a center in college, He has a very 
quick first step but must stick with his block 
longer. He could use additional strength. He 
has already qualified academically. He is get- 
ting looks [rom Clemson, Miami, Central 
Florida, South Carolina, and Alabama. 

Roy Williams, 6-2, 260, 4.78, is a defen- 
sive tackle at DeLand. He is an extremely 
strong player with tremendous quickness 
and aggressiveness. He is being recruited na- 
tionally, He is expected to be academically 
eligible. He is looking at Florida, Florida 
State, Clemson, Michigan, South Carolina, 
Syracuse, Alabama, and Kansas State, 

GEORGIA 

Devonta Bell, 6-2, 245, 4.6, is a linebacker 
prospect who plays defensive end and full- 
back, as well as linebacker, at McDonough 
Henry County. He rushed for 927 yards his 
sophomore year, 720 yards and four touch- 
downs as a junior. Last year he had 45 tack- 
les and four sacks. He is fundamentally 
sound, He camped at Alabama and is rated 
among the top 100 players in Georgia. He is 
interested in Alabama, Georgia, Georgia 
Tech, South Carolina, and Kentucky. 

Shomari Chism, 6-5, 285, 4.85, of Marietta 
Campbell is an offensive lineman who plays 
with a defensive mentality. He has aggressive- 
ness, stamina, mobility, and agility. His feet 
are as good as any lineman in the South. He 
is already qualified and he is above average 
on strength, He is leaning to Nebraska over 
Georgia, Tennessee, Florida State, Auburn, 
Alabama, Georgia Tech, and Florida. 

Eric Dumas, 6-6, 285, 4.8, is a lineman at 
Auanta Mays. Although he is expected to be 
an offensive tackle in college, he has had 
some success as a defensive tackle in high 
school. Last year he had 46 tackles, eight 
sacks and blocked three field goals and two 
extra point kicks. He should qualify, He 
likes Georgia Tech, Auburn, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, and 
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Mississippi State. 

Jamil Harris, 6-6, 252, 4.89, of Clarkston 
is the top tight end prospect in Georgia, 
even though he was not scheduled to play 
unul at least mid-season alter suffering a 
knee injury in the spring. As a junior he 
graded 92 per cent as a blocker. He is also a 
good receiver. Some project him as possible 
growing into offensive tackle size. He has a 
collision attitude and football knowledge, 
and is a big game performer. He is interested 
in Georgia, Georgia Tech, Clemson, 
Alabama, North Carolina, Florida State, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky. 

Alonzo Jackson, 6-5, 240, 4.7, is a wemen- 
dous two-way lineman at Americus who is 
being recruited both as an offensive lineman 
and defensive end, He prefers to stay on de- 
fense and certainly has the speed, range and 
aggressiveness for that, He led the team in 
tackles for losses. His offensive credentials 
are just as impressive. He has started every 
game since his freshman year. He has given 
up just two sacks in over 1100 pass at- 
tempts. He is qualified and he has the 
strength to contribute early in college. 
Florida State leads Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee, and Northwestern. 

Quentin Jackson, 6-5, 320, 5.5, of College 
Park North Clayton, has surprising mobility 
and quickness, He has great explosion in his 
legs and his technique allows him to main- 
tain his blocks. He has very good strength 
and he is expected to qualily. He is looking 
at Georgia, Kentucky, Auburn, Alabama, and 
Florida State. 

Chance Leonard, 6-3, 230. 4.6, is a defen- 
sive end from Kingsland Camden County. 
He is the physical, mental, and emotional 
leader of a defense that has a lot of athleti- 
cism. He leads by example and that is evi- 
dent by his 70 tackles, 11 sacks, and 17 
tackles for losses as a junior. He is looking at 
South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
Florida, Clemson, Auburn, and Florida 
State. 

Brian Sawyer, 6-4, 228, 4.8, of Cordele 
Crisp County, is being recruited both as a 
defensive end (his preference) and a tight 
end. He posted 74 tackles and seven sacks a 
year ago. He is academically set and he is 
looking at Georgia, Auburn, Georgia Tech, 
Florida, Florida State, Clemson, and 
Alabama. 

Rodney Thomas, 6-2, 210, 4.6, of Dublin 
West Laurens is one of the most physically- 
imposing players in the South. He has a true 
linebacker attitude. He made 142 tackles as 
a junior. With excellent speed and strength 
(BP 425), he can play both inside and out- 
side linebacker. He is academically qualified. 
He will choose from Clemson, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, Alabama, Florida, and Florida 
State. 

Leslie Williams, 6-5, 210, 4.54, of Stone 
Mountain, moved from the West Coast as a 
sophomore and became an instant contribu- 


tor on a very good football team. He record- 
ed 93 tackles and 17 sacks as a junior. He 
has excellent strength and he is academical- 
ly qualified. He has Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Alabama as his top three, followed by 
Georgia Tech, Florida, Clemson, and North 
Carolina State. 

Recardo Wimbush, 6-2, 215, 4.5, is a 
linebacker with speed and hitting ability for 
Blakely Early County. He had 78 tackles and 
five sacks as a junior. He has great strength 
(BP 325, squat 620), plus he is a model stu- 
dent with a 4.0 GPA in advanced courses. 
His choices are Georgia, Alabama, Florida, 
Florida State, Georgia Tech, and Auburn. 

Brian Young, 6-3, 278, 3.2, was the best of- 
fensive lineman on the extraordinarily tal- 
ented Sandersville Washington County 
team. He is strong, has good feet, and is 
solid on his technique. He is academically 
qualified. He has interest in Duke, Georgia 
Tech, North Carolina State, Alabama, 
Kentucky, South Carolina, and Vanderbilt. 

Demotto Youngblood, 6-6, 245, 4.6, 
College Park North Clayton, is a defensive 
end with linebacker skills and who will like- 
ly be an outside linebacker in college. He 
has always dreamed of playing college foot- 
ball and he says education and location will 
determine where he signs. He likes Ohio 
State and Georgia over Maryland, South 
Carolina, Alabama, and Georgia Tech. 

KENTUCKY 

Derek Smith, 6-6, 245, +.7, Fort Thomas 
Highlands, is a tight end who is also one of 
the top basketball prospects in Kentucky, He 
may attempt to play both sports in college. 
He had 35 receptions for 850 yards and 13 
touchdowns as a junior. He is a polished re- 
ceiver but his blocking skills are not up to 
par. He has decent strength and he is quali- 
fied. He has been reported as committed to 
Kentucky over Ohio State, Penn State, 
Michigan, Tennessee, and Alabama, 

LOUISIANA 

Keith Chatelain, 6-5, 325, 5.2, of Metairie 
Rummel is a highly-intelligent offensive 
lineman who has good feet and calls all the 
blocking schemes for his team. He reads de- 
fensive tendencies very well and can make 
the necessary adjustments. He also excels as 
a pass blocker. He has terrific strength and 
he is completely qualified. He has an interest 
in Virginia, Tulane, LSU, Michigan, Ohio 
State, Alabama, Auburn, and Tennessee. 

Daniel Giles, 6-2, 220, +.7, Ponchatoula, is 
an inside linebacker who defines the word 
“impact.” He is very aggressive. As a junior 
he had 145 tackles. He has great strength 
and is academically qualified. LSU and Ohio 
State are the early leaders over Miami, Notre 
Dame, Alabama, and Georgia. 

Cameron Glenn, 6-5, 240, 4.8, Monroe 
Neville, is considered to be the best blocking 
tight end in the South. He plays in a run-ori- 
ented offense, but still managed to haul in 
18 passes for 295 yards and a touchdown as 
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a junior. He is such an exceptional blocker 
that some scouts project him as a center. He 
is academically qualified. He favors LSU and 
Alabama over Tulane, Nebraska and Notre 
Dame. 

Bradie James, 6-3, 228, 4.5, West Monroe, 
is considered by some to be the best 
linebacker in the nation and the best 
prospect in Louisiana. Last year he had 110 
tackles, 10 sacks, and 36 tackles for losses. 
He was most valuable player in his district. 
He has qualified. He will choose from 
Florida, LSU, Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. 

Roderick Royal, 6-3, 220, 4.5, Baton Rouge 
Glen Oaks, is a speedy linebacker who 
turned in 125 tackles, 15 for losses, five 
sacks and two blocked field goals as a junior. 
He has terrific strength and is fully qualified. 
He favors Florida State over Tennessee, 
Washington, Texas A&M, LSU, Alabama, and 
Auburn. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Jason Edwards, 6-3, 293. 5.0. Tupelo, is a 
solid defensive tackle who can seal the mid- 
dle and is a terrific run stopper. He needs to 
develop his overall game for he is not as ag- 
gressive as he should be. He had +45 tackles 
as a junior. He has excellent strength and 
should qualify. He is favoring Alabama over 
Tennessee, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, and 
LSU. 

Casey Gilbert, 6-4, 265, 4.9, Pascagoula, is 
the top tight end prospect in the Magnolia 
State and a player who ranks among the 
state's elite prospects. He could play tight 
end, defensive end, or any offensive line po- 
sition. As a tight end he had 12 receptions 
for 250 yards and four scores. His defensive 
prowess is just as impressive as he had 100 
tackles and six sacks as a junior. He is lean- 
ing heavily to Alabama over LSU, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Texas. 

Jason Myers, 6-4, 250, 4.7, Vicksburg, is a 
defensive end star-in-the-making who will 
probably be as good as his brother, Michael 
Myers. Michael starred at Alabama before 
going on to play with the Dallas Cowboys. 
Jason has some of the same characteristics as 
Michael, including aggressiveness, quickness, 
and run stopping ability. He was the district 
Defensive Player of the Year as a junior after 
producing 96 tackles, eight for loss, and six 
sacks. He is considering Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, LSU, Southern Miss, 
Alabama, and Auburn. 

Scott Raybon, 6-3, 240, 4.8, Clinton, is a 
tight end who had 25 receptions for +00 
yards and two touchdowns as a junior. He is 
also the primary blocker for star running 
back Dontaie Walker. He has very good 
strength and is already qualified. He favors 
Alabama over Ole Miss, Southern Miss, San 
Diego State, and Kentucky. 

Eric Thompson, 6-7, 292, 4.85, Itta Bena, is 
a big-framed defensive tackle who hasn't 
completely blossomed. He has very good up- 
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field movement and can rush the passer with 
the best of them. He had 65 tackles, seven 
tackles for losses, and five sacks as a junior. 
He made the quarterback hurry his pass nu- 
merous times, He is a three-year starter with 
excellent strength and will qualify with ease. 
He favors Michigan over Mississippi State, 
Nebraska, Alabama, Florida, and Missouri. 
Derrick Thompson, 6-6, 265, 4.7, Itta 
Bena, is a tight end and the twin brother of 
Eric. Derrick is the primary blocker in the 
power running attack at Itta Bena. He may 
grow into an offensive tackle or he may join 
his brother on the defensive front where he 
had 55 tackles and three sacks as a junior. 
The twin brothers want to stay together for 
college and they are considering schools that 
will give them that opportunity. He also fa- 
vors Michigan over Mississippi State. 
Nebraska, Alabama, Florida, and Missouri. 
Donald Tucker, 6-6, 305, 5.1, Tupelo, has 
the potential to be among the top offensive 
tackle prospects in the South. He had great 
size, quick feet, long arms, and tremendous 
strength. He is also smart on the football 
field and a terrific student who has already 
qualified. Ole Miss leads Tennessee, 
Alabama, Mississippi State, and Michigan. 
Cliff Woodruff, 6-7, 247, 4.9, Oxford, is 
not well known because he moved to Oxford 
from Maryland. However, he has been a great 
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success at Oxford. As a junior he had 82 
tackles including 16 tackles for losses and six 
sacks, and he batted down five passes. He has 
good strength and he is qualified. He favors 
Tennessee and Ole Miss over North Carolina, 
Michigan, and Alabama. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Kevin Breedlove, 6-5, 290, 5.2, Central 
Daniel, is the top offensive line prospect in 
South Carolina and one of the nation’s top- 
ranked prospects. He is a guard who excels 
on sweeps as the lead blocker. He has excel- 
lent strength and mobility. He is a four-year 
starter at one of the state's top programs. He 
is eligible. He favors Georgia over Stanford, 
Tennessee, Clemson, Michigan, Alabama, 
and Notre Dame. 

Albert Haynesworth, 6-6, 310, 4.8, 
Hartsville, is the number one player in South 
Carolina and the number one defensive tack- 
le in the South. He has size, speed, long 
arms, quick feet, aggressiveness, and intensi- 
ty. He had 151 tackles as a junior with four 
sacks, and 41 tackles for losses. He is quali- 
fied and is looking at Georgia, Florida, 
Tennessee, Florida, Clemson, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Michigan, Notre Dame, Purdue, 
and Penn State. 

TENNESSEE 
Dennis Alexander, 6-5, 315, 5.3, Memphis 
Westwood, is a right offensive tackle on the 
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verge of stardom. He was a let tackle as a 
sophomore while Decouryre Hampton (now 
at Memphis) was on the right side. He has 
been at right tackle the past two years and 
has not allowed a sack. He has a 3.2 grade 
point average and a 17 ACT score. He is get- 
ting looks from Tennessee, FSU, Michigan. 
Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, 
Mississippi State, and Memphis. 

James Bradford, 6-8, 300, 5.5, Cleveland, 
has great potential but must improve aca- 
demically. He is an offensive lineman who 
favors Tennessee over Wake Forest, Auburn, 
Alabama, North Carolina State, and 
Memphis. 

Theo Harris, 6-4, 285, 5.0, Decatur Meigs 
County, is one of the top defensive linemen 
in Tennessee. He is a hard worker who is ag- 
gressive, one reason that as a junior he made 
72 tackles with 33 of them-nearly half—con- 
sidered “big plays.” The tackle prospect 
likes Tennessee and Alabama over Michigan, 
Stanford, Georgia Tech, Auburn, Florida, 
Clemson, and Purdue. 

Luke McMahon, 6-4, 295, 5.4, Covington, 
has come a long way and made himself into 
a prospect. He looked very impressive over 
the summer at both the Ole Miss camp and 
the Nebraska camp. He opened some eyes 
with his good showing out in Cornhusker 
country and some schools are taking anoth- 
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Check 


er look. He stays low and drives his man out 
of the play. He has very good strength that 
allows him to just overpower his opponent. 
He has a 3.2 core GPA, so passing the test 
should be no problem. He has interest in 
Ole Miss. Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, 
Nebraska, and Vanderbilt. 

Eddie Moore, 6-1, 210, 4.6, South 
Pitisburg, has put himself at the top of the 
linebacker list in Tennessee. He proved him- 
self as a player in his junior year both at 
linebacker (154 tackles) and as a running 
back (1,800 yards and 29 touchdowns). He 


Clemson, Georgia, and Vanderbilt. 

Jamil Northeutt, 6-2, 223, 4.8, Tullahoma, 
is a powerful linebacker who gets involved 
in plays. He has good quickness, although 
his straight-ahead speed is only average. He 
posted 137 tackles and seven sacks as a ju- 
nior, He is a true middle linebacker who 
plays with fire and intensity, He is looking at 
Kentucky, Vanderbilt, Alabama, Tennessee, 
and MTSU, 

David Paine, 6-6, 265, 4.62, Memphis 
Melrose, is the number one player in 
Tennessee and a candidate for top defensive 
end prospect in the nation. He is the top de- 
fensive end prospect in the South and one of 
the top five players in the region, He is from 
the same school that produced Kindal 
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Moorehead Jast year, when Moorehead was 
the number one prospect in the state. As a 
junior he had 95 
tackles and 13 sacks. 
He has some of the 
same characteristics 
as his former team- 
mate, who is now a 
freshman star at 
Alabama. He has the 
height, speed, quick- 
ness, agility, and de- 
termination to be a 
superstar. He is a 
Pigskin Preps Super 
South 75 selection and he should qualify 
without any problems, He is favoring 
Alabama over Tennessee. Florida, Florida 
State, Georgia, North Carolina, and UCLA. 

Mark Pera, 6-6, 290, 5.2, Memphis 
University, is the best offensive line prospect 
in the Volunteer State. He has great feet, 
good techniques, intelligence, and versatili- 
ty. He worked very hard over the summer 
and is quicker, stronger, and more aggres- 
sive. He is a model student, He is looking at 
Noue Dame, Virginia, Ole Miss, Tennessee, 
Alabama, North Carolina, and Vanderbilt. 

George Potter, 6-5, 235, 4.6, Crossville 
Cumberland County, is being recruited for 
basketball as well as for tight end. He had 
206 yards and two touchdowns receiving as 
a junior. He showed his athleticism by also 
playing quarterback, rushing for 360 yards 
and five touchdowns. He could be a defen- 
sive end in college. He averaged 19.7 points 
and 8.0 rebounds per game in basketball. He 
is already qualified and is interested in 
Tennessee (his favorite), North Carolina. 
Kentucky, Alabama, and North Carolina 
State. 

Brandon Pruitt, 6-5, 320. 3.4, Columbia 
Central, is an offensive tackle who is very el- 
fective as a blocker and who is a true team 
leader. He is a three-year starter who was all- 
region and honorable mention all-state as a 


David Paine 


junior. He attended summer football camp 


at Tennessee and he is interested in the Vols, 
along with Kentucky, Auburn, Alabama, 
Middle Tennessee, and Eastern Kentucky. He 
is already qualified. 

Anton Thornton, 6-2, 210, +.4, Memphis 
Westwood, is a stellar linebacker whose 
stock is rising. Last year he averaged 12 
tackles per game, and as a running back in 


just five games had 810 yards rushing. In 


the second game of the year this season he 
had 12 tackles for losses and followed that 
with games of 20 and 15 tackles, He has 
very good strength with a 310 bench press, 
plus he is already qualified with a 2.9 GPA 
and a 20 ACT. He is being evaluated by 
Memphis, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Vanderbilt. 
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1998-99 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Nov, 5 Marathon Oil 7:00 
Nov. LO Worldwide Basketball 8:30 
Nov 15. @ Ohio State 2:00 
Noy, 19 Tennessee Tech 7:00 
Noy, 22 Boston University 7:00 
Nov 25. MeNeese State 7:00 
Novy, 28 Jacksonville State 7:00 
Dec. 1 @ Texas A@M 7:00 
Dec. 3 @ Tulane TBA 
Dee. 8 Alabama State 7:00 
Dee. 12 South Alabama @ Birmingham TBA 
Dec. 17 Northeast Louisiana 7:00 


Pearl Harbor Classic @ Honolulu 
Dec. 21 Weber State Noon 
Dec. 22 Brigham Young-Hawaii or Oregon State 
TBA 
Dec. 23. TBA (Weber State, Brigham Young- 
Hawaii, 

Oregon State, Michigan State, 


Pepperdine, 
Texas Tech, or Tulsa) TBA 
jan. 2 Georgia (J-P TV) 1:00 
Jan. 6 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan.9 Mississippi State (ESPN) 1 1:00.a.m. 
Jan, 13 @LSU 7:00 
Jan, 16 South Carolina (J-P TV) 3:00 
Jan, 20 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 23) Auburn 7:00 
Jan, 27 @ Florida 6:00 
Jan, 30 @ Tennessee (Fox SportsSouth) — 5:00 
Feb. 3 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Feb.6 Kentucky (J-P) 2:00 
Feb, 10 LSU 7:00 
Feb, 13 @ Auburn 1:00 
Feb, 21 @ Vanderbilt (CBS) Noon 
Feb. 24 Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb. 27 Arkansas (J-P) 1:00 
March 4-7 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
VA Score Opp. Score 
100 Northeast Louisiana LO4 
Nov.6 @LSU TBA 
Dec. 3-5. Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
Dec. 3-5 U.S, Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4 @ Georgia Noon 
Jan, 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan, 30) @South Carolina ll a.m. 
Feb.6 Auburn Noon 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb, 20 @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 


March 7 @ Auburn 

March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @ TBA 

March 25- NCAA Championships 
March 27 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Nov,@ AAU Mississippi All-Stars 7:00 
Nov. 10 Athletes In Action 6:00 
Nov. 13 Northwestern State 7:00 
Nov.15 Georgia Southern 2:00 
Nov. 19 @Samford 7:00 
DePaul University Invitational @ Chicago 
Nov.27 New Mexico State 6:00 
Nov. 28 DePaul or Providence 6:00 or §:00 
Dec. 1  @South Alabama 7:05 
Richmond Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
Dec.35 Old Dominion 5:00 
Dec.6 Richmond or Penn State 3:00 or 5:00 
Dee. 10 Florida 7:00 
Dee. 13 Alabama-Birmingham @ BJCCApp. 4:30 


ACC-SEC Challenge @ Myrtle Beach, S.C, 


Gymnastics 


Date 
Jan. 3 
Jan.8 

Jan. 16 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 30 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 13 
Feb, 19 
Feb. 21 
Feb, 26 
March 6 
March 13 
March 27 


April 10 


April 22- 
April 24 


Opponent Time (CST) 
Meet The Team 2:00 
Ohio State 7:00 
@ Georgia 6:30 
Auburn 7:00 
Minnesota 7:00 
@ Florida 6:00 
Georgia 7:00 
@ Penn State 6:00 
@ Massachusetts 6:00 
Kentucky 7:00 
LSU 7:00 
@ Utah State 8:00 


SEC Championships 

@ Tuscaloosa 

NCAA Central Regional 
@ TBA 

NCAA Championships 
@ Salt Lake City, Utah 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Dec. 20 North Carolina TBA 
St. Peter's Invitational @ Jersey City, N.J, 
Dec.29. TCU +30 
Dec. 30 St. Peter's or Delaware State4:30 or 6:30 
Jan.3 @ Georgia 1:30 
Jan.7 = @ Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 14 — Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan.17— @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Jan.24 @Kentucky 1:00 
Jan. 28 LSU 7:00 
Jan. 31 Tennessee 2,00 
Feb.3 @LSU 5:00 
Feb.7 South Carolina (Fox SportsSouth) 2:00 
Feb, 11 Auburn 7:00 
Feb.15  @ Florida (ESPN) 3:00 
Feb, 18 Arkansas 7,00 
Feb, 21 Vanderbilt 2:00 


Feb, 25-28SEC Tournament @ Chattanooga 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
UA Score Opp. Score 
48 Washington State 47 

77. Northeast Louisiana 18 
Nov.6 @LSU TBA 


Dec. 3-5Georgia Invitational @ Athens 


Dec. 3-5 U.S. Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4+ @ Georgia Noon 
Jan, 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan. 30 @South Carolina 11 a.m. 
Feb.5 Auburn 6 p.m. 
Feb, 17- SEC Championships 
Feb, 20 @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 


March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @TBA 

March 18- NCAA Championships 
March 20 @ Athens, Georgia 


Date Event 

Dec.4+ @ Clemson Opener 

Jan. 16  @LSU Invitational 

Jan. 23 @LSU Purple Tiger 
Jan. 22- Rocky Mountain Cup 

Jan. 23 @ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Jan. 30- Terrier Classic 

Jan.31 @ Boston 

Feb.5- Butler Invitational 

Feb.6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Feb, 12 Collegiate Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Feb, 12. @ Clemson Invitational 
Feb, 20- = SEC Championships 

Feb,21  @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 26- | USATF Championships 

Feb.27 @ Atlanta 

Feb, 26 Last Chance @ LSU 
March 5- = NCAA Championships 
March 6 = @ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date Event 
Dec. + @ Clemson Opener 
Jan. 16 @LSU Invitational 
Jan.23 @LSU Purple Tiger 
Jan, 22- Rocky Mountain Cup 
Jan. 23 @ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Jan. 30- ‘Terrier Classic 
Jan. 31 @ Boston 
Feb. 5- Butler Invitational 
Feb, 6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Feb. 12 — Collegiate Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Feb. 12. @ Clemson Invitational 
Feb, 20- SEC Championships 
Feb.21 @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb, 26- = USATF Championships 
Feb.27  @ Atlanta 
Feb. 26 Last Chance @ LSU 
March 5- NCAA Championships 
March 6 =@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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MINI PRINTS (81/2 X 11/2) C) FRAMED 2...44.$95 sco Qty 


SIGNATURE 


ALABAMA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 8% SALES TAX ...csesssseseeeeees 


PLEASE ADD $12.00 SHIPPING FOR UNFRAMED PRINTS Suip To: NAME 


PLEASE ADD $25.00 SHIPPING FOR FRAMED PRINTS. ———— ADDRESS (NO P.O, BOXES) 


PLEASE ADD $8.00 SHIPPING FOR MINI PRINTS FRAMED ... 
Crry, STATE, ZIP 


PHONE 


MAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


yo x x 


X KKK IX 


oO CoOGcoeD 
0 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not just The Headlines. 


PLease Senp Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


c also th SUry | d Cc O)Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
stor at rare ah BAMA Magazine 

story. We profile the stars | -1Mastercara P.O. Box 866104 
and the stars-to-be, coaches OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
and even the stars of en a Se Make the big play to 
yesteryear as we remember PeasePrint ~=~OC~CSsé“‘—s=SsSs‘“s=CSstCstCSst”--~s«s OC THISIS OF CriasON 

Pa T 

Alabama tradition. And for 3 UZ i oe 
the best and most accurate cy tet | COUPON OF For immediate 
recruiting information, aytir New Subscription__ Renewal__ service, Just call toll-free 


nothing compares. TissaGh «CS: 800-713-2261. 


(Address) 


(City), 


FS 


